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           10.2.2004
                  

APPEAL TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 
 
 
 We, the undersigned European and North American historians, appeal to you to adopt legislation 

providing for the automatic annual release of all government documents (including those of foreign 

and defense ministries) that are older than thirty years, except for those proven necessary to be 

withheld for sound reasons of national security or protection of personal privacy.  

 We particularly urge you to make this legislation part of the acquis communautaire binding 

on the incoming new members of the Union. We have been alarmed to see that in several of the 

candidate countries—Poland, the Czech Republic, Romania, among others—NATO classification 

rules (closure for 30 years after the documents have been written) and references to other “Western” 

declassification practices have been used to keep the archival records from the communist period 

away from the scrutiny of both scholars and ordinary citizens, sometimes even closing archives that 

had previously been opened.  We are ready to provide you with examples. 

 We strongly believe—with particular reference to the recent UN report on Freedom of 

Information, “Freedom of Information: A Comparative Legal Survey”, by Toby Mendel 

(http://www.article19.org/docimages/1707.pdf)—that the adoption of common European rules of 

access to the documentary legacy of the recent past is an indispensable attribute of democracy that 
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provides the necessary bonds of trust between the governments and the people as well as among the 

peoples of the Union. 

 In view of the financial and staff shortages often invoked to block access to documents in 

practice regardless of legislation, we further believe that the European Parliament should establish a 

special body to supervise the enforcement of the common legislation. We are ready to collaborate 

with you on the creation of such a body and to advise it to the best of our professional abilities. 

[Signatures with affiliation] 

 

 

 

 

Agrell, Dr Wilhelm Research Policy Institute 
Lund University 
Scheelev. 15 
SE-223 63 Lund, Sweden 

Aftergood, Steven  
Project Director 

Federation of American Scientists 
1717  K  Street NW, Suite 209 
Washington, DC  20037 
USA 

Agger, Jonathan Søborg 
Head of Section 

Danish Institute for International Studies, DIIS 
Wilders Gaard . Strandgade 56 
DK-1401 Copenhagen K . Denmark 

Baev, Dr. Jordan 
Vice-President, Bulgarian  Association of Military 
History & Coordinator, Cold War Research Group -  
Bulgaria  

P. O. Box 128   
Sofia 1618   
Bulgaria  

Baudet, Floribert  Dept of history 
Utrecht University 
kromme nieuwegracht 66 
NL-3512-HL Utrecht, The Netherlands  

Békés, Csaba  Ph.D. 
Director 

Cold War History Research Center,  
H-1074 Budapest, Dohány u.74, Hungary 

Belfield, Richard  Joint  MD  
Fulcrum TV 
London, United Kingdom 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Sponsored by the Center for Security Studies of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich,  
National Security Archive at the George Washington University in Washington, DC, Institute for Strategy and Security Policy in 
Vienna, Machiavelli Center for Cold War Studies (CIMA) in Florence, and the Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies in Oslo 

In association with the Cold War International History Project of the Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, DC,  
Lyman L. Lemnitzer Center for NATO and European Union Studies at Kent State University, Institute for Contemporary  

History, Munich, Federal Archives of Germany, Berlin and Freiburg, Institute of International Studies, Copenhagen, Association 
“Diplomatie et Stratégie,” Paris, Institute for Political Studies, Warsaw, Cold War Research Group, Sofia, Center for Cold War 

History, Prague, Cold War History Research Center, Budapest, Institute for Political  
Studies of Defense and Military History, Bucharest, Romanian Institute for Recent History, Bucharest,  

Modern History Research Center and Archives at Peking University, Beijing, “Pax Mongolica,” Ulaanbaatar 
With support from Institute of International Relations, Prague, and Open Society Archives at Central European University, 

Budapest 
Affiliated with the Partnership for Peace Consortium of Defense Academies and Security Studies Institutes 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Beukel, Dr Erik 
Senior Research Fellow 

Danish Institute for International Studies 
Strandgade 56 
DK-1401 Copenhagen K, Denmark 

Blanton, Thomas S. 
Director, National Security Archive 

National Security Archive 
George Washington University 
Gelman Library 701 
2130 H Street N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20037, USA 

Bojadjieva, Dr. Nadja  
Assistant Professor of  World History 

International Relations Department,  
University of  Plovdiv, Bulgaria 

Bosscher, Doeko 
Prof. of Contemporary History  

University of Groningen 
 Fac. der Letteren (Faculty of Arts) 
postbus 716 
9700 AS Groningen, The Netherlands  

Bredow, Professor Dr Wilfried von Philipps Universität  
Marburg an der Lahn, Germany 

Butler, Dr Larry 
Lecturer in Contemporary British  History 

School of History 
University of East Anglia  
Norwich NR4 7TJ, United Kingdom 

Carlile of Berriew, Lord Q.C. United Kingdom 
Chrysostomides, J. 
Director 

The Hellenic Institute 
Royal Holloway College 
University of London 
Egham 
Surrey TW20 0EX, United Kingdom 

Churchill, Winston S.,  
former Member of Parliament, 1970-1997 

United Kingdom 

Coyer, Paul 
PhD Candidate 
History of International Relations 
London School of Economics & Political Science 

12 Trinity Square 
Flat 12A 
London EC3N-4AA,  
United Kingdom 

Creuzberger, Dr. Stefan Historisches Institut 
Neuere Geschichte I 
Am Neuen Palais 10 
Postfach 601553 
D-14415 Potsdam, Germany  
 

Davies, Dr. Philip H.J. School  of International Studies 
Brunel University 
Uxbridge 
Middlesex UB8  3PH, United Kingdom 

De Baets, Dr Antoon History Dept., Univ. of Groningen, 
P.O. Box 716,  
9700 AS Groningen, The Netherlands  

Deloge; Dr Pascal 
 

Haute Ecole L. De Vinci 
3-11, r. d'Arlon 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Sponsored by the Center for Security Studies of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich,  
National Security Archive at the George Washington University in Washington, DC, Institute for Strategy and Security Policy in 
Vienna, Machiavelli Center for Cold War Studies (CIMA) in Florence, and the Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies in Oslo 

In association with the Cold War International History Project of the Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, DC,  
Lyman L. Lemnitzer Center for NATO and European Union Studies at Kent State University, Institute for Contemporary  

History, Munich, Federal Archives of Germany, Berlin and Freiburg, Institute of International Studies, Copenhagen, Association 
“Diplomatie et Stratégie,” Paris, Institute for Political Studies, Warsaw, Cold War Research Group, Sofia, Center for Cold War 

History, Prague, Cold War History Research Center, Budapest, Institute for Political  
Studies of Defense and Military History, Bucharest, Romanian Institute for Recent History, Bucharest,  

Modern History Research Center and Archives at Peking University, Beijing, “Pax Mongolica,” Ulaanbaatar 
With support from Institute of International Relations, Prague, and Open Society Archives at Central European University, 

Budapest 
Affiliated with the Partnership for Peace Consortium of Defense Academies and Security Studies Institutes 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1050 Bruxelles, Belgium 
Diepen, Dr. R.C. van Department of History 

University of Amsterdam 
Spuistraat 134 
1012 VB Amsterdam, the  Netherlands  

Diulgerova, Dr. Nina 
Professor of East European  and Russian History, 
Head of Department  

Department of Political Sciences and International  
Relations 
Varna Free University, Varna, Bulgaria 

Dobbs, Dr. Michael 12 Onslow Court,  
Drayton Gardens,  
London SW10 9RL. United Kingdom 

Dunwoody, Sean F. 
Ph.D. Student 
University of Chicago 

5125 S. Kenwood Ave. 
Apt. 405 
Chicago, IL 60615, USA 

Durchhardt, Professor Dr Heinz, Director Institute for European History 
Universal History 
Alte Universitätsstr. 19 
D-55116 Mainz, Germany 

Edele, Mark 
Ph.D. candidate 

Department of History 
The University of Chicago, USA 

Engholm Michelsen, Dr Trine 
Research Fellow 

Danish Institute for International Studies, DIIS 
Wilders Gaard . Strandgade 56 
DK-1401 Copenhagen K . Denmark 

Eppelmann, Rainer 
Minister a.D. 
Mitglied des Deutschen Bundestages 
(Former Minister, now Member of Parliament) 

Deutscher Bundestag (German Parliament) 
Platz der Republik 1 
D-11011 Berlin,  
Germany 

Fitzpatrick, Professor Sheila  
Bernadotte E. Schmitt Distinguished Service 
Professor in Modern Russian 
History, 

University of Chicago,  
USA 

Foitzig, Dr. Jan Institute for Contemporary History (IfZ) 
Berlin, Germany 

Forland, Professor Dr. Astrid  History Department, 
University of Bergen 
Sydnesplass 7 
5020 Bergen, Norway 

Forner, Sean A. 
Visiting Fellow, Berlin Program for Advanced 
German and European Studies, 
Ph.D. Candidate 

Freie Universität Berlin, Germany;  
Department of History, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, IL USA 

Genov, Dr. Rumen  
Associate Professor of History and Chair 

Modern & Contemporary World History 
Department,  
History Faculty,  
Sofia University, Sofia, Bulgaria 

Géré, Dr François,  Institut Diplomatie et Défense 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Sponsored by the Center for Security Studies of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich,  
National Security Archive at the George Washington University in Washington, DC, Institute for Strategy and Security Policy in 
Vienna, Machiavelli Center for Cold War Studies (CIMA) in Florence, and the Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies in Oslo 

In association with the Cold War International History Project of the Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, DC,  
Lyman L. Lemnitzer Center for NATO and European Union Studies at Kent State University, Institute for Contemporary  

History, Munich, Federal Archives of Germany, Berlin and Freiburg, Institute of International Studies, Copenhagen, Association 
“Diplomatie et Stratégie,” Paris, Institute for Political Studies, Warsaw, Cold War Research Group, Sofia, Center for Cold War 

History, Prague, Cold War History Research Center, Budapest, Institute for Political  
Studies of Defense and Military History, Bucharest, Romanian Institute for Recent History, Bucharest,  

Modern History Research Center and Archives at Peking University, Beijing, “Pax Mongolica,” Ulaanbaatar 
With support from Institute of International Relations, Prague, and Open Society Archives at Central European University, 

Budapest 
Affiliated with the Partnership for Peace Consortium of Defense Academies and Security Studies Institutes 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Director 27 rue du Viaduc 
F-92130 Issy les Moulineaux, France 

Gieseke, Dr. Jens Abteilung Bildung und Forschung 
Bundesbeauftragte für die Unterlagen des 
Staatssicherheitsdienstes der ehemaligen DDR 
(BstU, Federal Commissioner for the Records of the 
State Security Service of the Former German 
Democratic Republic),  
Postfach 218 
D-10106 Berlin, Germany 

Glees, Professor Anthony School  of International Studies 
Brunel  University 
Uxbridge UB8 3PH, United Kingdom 

Glenmore S. Trenear-Harvey 
Intelligence Analyst 

PO Box 550,  
London SW3 2YQ, United Kingdom 

Görtemaker, Prof. Dr. Manfred; 
Chairman, Board of Consultants, Military History 
Research Institute of the Bundeswehr 

Chair for Modern History 
Department of History,  
University of Potsdam 
Postfach 60 15 53 
D-14415 Potsdam,  Germany 

Gransow, Prof. Dr. Volker 
Project Coordinator University of Toronto/FU/HU 
Berlin 

Pariser Str.6 
D-10719 Berlin,  
Germany 

Grozev, Dr. Kostadin,  
Assistant Professor of  World History 

History Faculty,  
Sofia University, Sofia, Bulgaria 

Guderzo, Prof. Massimiliano 
Professor of History of International Relations  
 

Facoltà di Scienze Politiche 
Università di Urbino 
P.za Gherardi, 4 – Urbino, Italy 

Hoffenaar, Dr. Jan Institute of Military History, Royal Netherlands 
Army. 
The Netherlands  

Hollander, Dr. Jaap den 
Lecturer Modern History 

University of Groningen 
Oude Kijk in 't Jatstraat 26 
9712 EK Groningen, The Netherlands  

Horstmeier, Dr. Carel 
Lecturer for German and Russian History 

University of Groningen 
The Netherlands  

Jack Harrington 
Ph D student 

Dept. of History 
William Robertson Building 
Edinburgh University 
George Sq. 
Edinburgh, United Kingdom 

Jahn, Dr. Peter Director of the German-Russian Museum Berlin-
Karlshorst, Germany 

Jahn, PhD, Dr. habil. Hubertus F. 
Director of Graduate Studies 
Faculty of History 

Clare College 
Cambridge CB2 1TL 
United Kingdom 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Sponsored by the Center for Security Studies of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich,  
National Security Archive at the George Washington University in Washington, DC, Institute for Strategy and Security Policy in 
Vienna, Machiavelli Center for Cold War Studies (CIMA) in Florence, and the Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies in Oslo 

In association with the Cold War International History Project of the Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, DC,  
Lyman L. Lemnitzer Center for NATO and European Union Studies at Kent State University, Institute for Contemporary  

History, Munich, Federal Archives of Germany, Berlin and Freiburg, Institute of International Studies, Copenhagen, Association 
“Diplomatie et Stratégie,” Paris, Institute for Political Studies, Warsaw, Cold War Research Group, Sofia, Center for Cold War 

History, Prague, Cold War History Research Center, Budapest, Institute for Political  
Studies of Defense and Military History, Bucharest, Romanian Institute for Recent History, Bucharest,  

Modern History Research Center and Archives at Peking University, Beijing, “Pax Mongolica,” Ulaanbaatar 
With support from Institute of International Relations, Prague, and Open Society Archives at Central European University, 

Budapest 
Affiliated with the Partnership for Peace Consortium of Defense Academies and Security Studies Institutes 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

University of Cambridge 
Jarausch, Professor Konrad Zentrum für Zeithistorische Forschung 

Am Neuen Markt 1 
D-14467 Potsdam, Germany 

Jeffreys-Jones, Rhodri 
Professor of American History 

History/School of History and Classics 
University of Edinburgh 
William Robertson Building 
50 George Square 
Edinburgh EH8 9JY, United Kingdom 

Kalinova, Dr. Evgenia  
Associate Professor of  Bulgarian History 

History Faculty,  
Sofia University, Sofia, Bulgaria 

Kandiah, Dr Michael D. 
Director, Witness Seminar Programme 

Centre for Contemporary British History 
Institute of Historical Research 
University of London 
Malet Street 
London, WC1E 7HU, United Kingdom 

Karner, Prof. Dr. Stefan, Director and  
Stelzl-Marx, Dr. Barbara, Vice-Director 

Ludwig Boltzmann-Institute for Research on the 
Consequences of War  
Schörgelgasse  43 
8010 Graz, Austria 

Kelly, Dr Saul Defence Studies Dept.,  
King's College, London  
at the Joint Services Command and Staff College,  
Swindon,  
Wiltshire, SN6 8TS, UK 

Kimmel, Dr Elke Lenaustraße 26 
D-12047 Berlin, Germany 

Knabe, Dr. Hubertus, 
Director 

Gedenkstätte Berlin-Hohenschönhausen 
(Memorial Berlin-Hohenschönhausen) 
Genslerstr. 66 
D-13055 Berlin, Germany 

Krieger, Professor Dr Wolfgang Neuere Geschichte 
Philipps Universität 
Wilhelm Röpke Str. 6C/VIII 
35032 Marburg a.d. Lahn, Germany 

Kunisch, Prof. Dr. Johannes  
Member, Board of Consultants, Military History 
Research Institute of the Bundeswehr 

History Department 
Universität zu Köln 
Albertus-Magnus-Platz 
D-50923 Köln/Cologne,  Germany 

Luce, Alexandra 
PhD student 

Corpus Christi College 
Cambridge CB2 1RH, United Kingdom  

Ludford, Sarah 
MEP 

European Parliament 
ASP 10 G 165 
60, rue Wiertz 
1047 Brussels 

Ludlow, Dr Piers International History 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Sponsored by the Center for Security Studies of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich,  
National Security Archive at the George Washington University in Washington, DC, Institute for Strategy and Security Policy in 
Vienna, Machiavelli Center for Cold War Studies (CIMA) in Florence, and the Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies in Oslo 

In association with the Cold War International History Project of the Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, DC,  
Lyman L. Lemnitzer Center for NATO and European Union Studies at Kent State University, Institute for Contemporary  

History, Munich, Federal Archives of Germany, Berlin and Freiburg, Institute of International Studies, Copenhagen, Association 
“Diplomatie et Stratégie,” Paris, Institute for Political Studies, Warsaw, Cold War Research Group, Sofia, Center for Cold War 

History, Prague, Cold War History Research Center, Budapest, Institute for Political  
Studies of Defense and Military History, Bucharest, Romanian Institute for Recent History, Bucharest,  

Modern History Research Center and Archives at Peking University, Beijing, “Pax Mongolica,” Ulaanbaatar 
With support from Institute of International Relations, Prague, and Open Society Archives at Central European University, 

Budapest 
Affiliated with the Partnership for Peace Consortium of Defense Academies and Security Studies Institutes 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note:  Nothing in this appeal should be interpreted 
as saying that those countries who open their 
archives after 20 years should henceforth prolong 
the period to 30 years! 
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