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FIGHTING IF LADAKH

THE TERRAIN AND CLIDBATE

The first problem faced by a soldier in Iﬂdakh o
is survival, fighting the enerny comes only after thye
The peculalr geography of the region had a majo;
impact on the fighting and its outcome. To understapg?
the events, a background to the terrain is essentiairgg_

a;

The salient features have becn noted elready 1n ppe®
first chapter. Fges

To recapltulate, Ladakh is a high plateau lying
nearly 350 km North East of the valley of Srinagar, s
The entire reglon is shut off frem the South by theds
Great Himalayan range that runs Forth Vest to South T3
Fast. The average elevation of the Himalayas in these@ﬁi
arcas 1s 5000 netres. The rain bearing <louds thug
‘cannot penetfrate to Ladakh. On the North is the
Karakoram range while the Ladakh range lies between -
the valleys of the Indus and the Shyok.

The effect of this has been pronounced. f,
desertification, Travelling on the Srinagar-Leh!)
route, the last forests are near Sonamarg. There were
some trees in Kargll and Khalsi areas, but beyond this
it was 1mpossible to find a single tree(l). Thigs«s,s
lack of vegetation coupled with high elevation madesy
lack of oxygen more pronocunced in Ladakh than anywheres®
else. The pronounced lack of oxygen produces effecty
on human efficiency and there 1is a perceptible 304
loss. Even the internal combustion engines of cars
and trucks suffer from the same effect. -~i?g

. -ﬁ

In the earlier chapters, mention has been mad%@
of the effect of cold. The temperaturcs alone do Nno
give a true picture, as added to the low temperaturé
is the factor of wind chill. The wind generalltl
starts around mid-day and continues through‘0¥$5
thereafter. The combined effect can cause COMPE
injuries similar to burn injuries on any exposed_Pﬂi
of human body. Touching metal with bare hands g
hazardous. i

The Ladakh plateau is flanked in the Mort
the Karakoram mountains, a branch of which runs hest
Fast. Due Fast 1is the Ladakh range. Beyond ERER
ranges are agailn the flat areas of Aksat Chin. redss
majority of fighting in 1962 took place in the &% G
on the eastern edge of Ladakh plateau and 0?} :
western fringes of the Aksai Chin. This geOgr;Fth?
configuration meant that North South movement SBU
Indian side entailed crossing of ranges of 20,
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sth passes located above 17,000 ft. Developnent of

'-roed communication had to be parallel to the ranges,

R L T e sl

R

and  Lateral compunication between  sectors  was
gifficult. On the Chinese side, the terrain nade

development of rocad conmunications a conmparatively
easier affair. Most Chinese posts in Ladakh were
connected with a road with a capacity to handle normzl

rrucks. On the Indian side of the border, due to late
ctart as well as difficult geography, except for
Chushul garrison that had a jeepable road along the

Indus valley that connected with Srinagar highway at
Leh, all other posts were connected with only rule
cgracks, and at times only footpaths(2). This

cituation compelled Indian rteliance on primarily air
supply. The availability of a sultatle dropping zone

;'therefore became the main criterion for establishment
" of Indian posts.

Since the posts had to be completely dependent
on air supply, defence of the dropping zone was a
najocr factor influencing its location. The
administrative requirements thus dictated locating
posts at lower altitudes in relatively flat areas,
even at the expense of defence potentlal, and very few

of the posts were thus tactically well sited.

The total front in Ladakh sector ran to over 400

. kms. Force level to even police this effectively was

nearly &4 battalions or about 4000 men. Leaving aside
the large number of men that were required to man
rear installations, barely half of this strength was
available for menning a border from Karakoram pass in

’ the North to Demchok in the South., The deplcyment as
well as the outcome of fighting 4in Lacakh vas

ultimately dictated by the terrain and. state of
comrunications 2s existing in 1962, Thus at the rigk

- of certain repetitions, it is essential to mention

some features of the terrain.

Leh has been a rajor Irdian base of opercrions

since 1947 war with Pakistari raiders. It is gituated
¢n the banks of Indus and has wmetor rcad cenneciing
with Srinagar. Leh was =also the ancient (trading

centre and nurmerous tracks starting £rom hers go

- towards Tibet. The Leh airfield 1is scufficient for
T

nost transport aircraft operations &arnd remalns open
aT

 _Virtually throughout the ye

leh was the hub of comnunications{3]. In 189¢
on  the eve of operations & jeepable ftrack w2
» Chushul via TCungtl an

Constructed linking Leh wit
Kart, Tre track ran along the velley of the Indu:
1t tcok nearly 8-10 hours to cover the dietar
around 150 kms. The Incus turns South at Dung

teanders in a fairly open valley &ll the way
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Demchoks In this relatively flat and open area, ty, -
road ran along joining Demchok with Dungti. »oe

A mule track jolning Leh to Manail in Himachay,
Pradesh also exlsted. The track passed over Vea b
rugged country and could be used only for about tyg Eyﬁ
three months, as the passes over the Himalaya ang.
Zaskar ranges remained closed rest of the year, :

Mule tracks from Leh went North over the Ladaky'k
range, crossing it at Khardungla and thence on to theﬁﬂ

Shyok river. Another track crossed over at Changls%Ag;
and went on to Daulat Beg 0ldi and the Karakoram pass_&l y
This track bifurcated after Changla one branch turnin?#ﬁ 3

east along river Tangtse to link up Chushul.

SLIDE TOWARDS ARMED CLASH g

Geography as well as the deployed units divide
the Ladakh front into varlous sectors. The'
Northernmost was the Daulat Beg 0ldi (DBO) a small}
outpost on the traditional Silk route that eventually3
crossed over the Karakoram pass and into:the Chinese}
province of Sinkiang. To the South of DBO the?
Changchenmo-Galwan valley sector. Phobrang was theg
support base for this sector. Next came Chushul}
sector that extended from the Sirijap complex north ofy
lake Pangong upto Rezangla, south of the lake. The;
Southernmost sector in Ladakh was the Indus valleyg
cector that extended from Dungti to Demchok. R

Except for the Chushul and Indus valley sectors
on the Indian side there was no lateral communicatio
available and therefore the fighting was perforc
isolated and unconnected with other sectors. !
ovents of 1962 can therefore be conveniently deal

with by sector.

In the early phases of the fighting in Ladakh
the whole of Ladakh had merely a brigade grov
consisting of & battalions. These were deployed fro
North to South in the following order: 14 J&K militi
(later 14 Ladakh Scouts), 5. Jat, 1/8 GR and g
Militia. The force was commanded by Headquarters 1
Infantry Brigade located at Leh. 14 J&K Militia W2
additional company from 5 Jat was in the DBO sec
Changchenno sector had the rest of 5 Jat battalion
companies) 1/8 GR was in Chushul and the Indus Vﬂé
sector had 7 J&K Militia. In addition, there w%hi
platoon of 1 Mahar (Machine Guns) with 1/8 GR- 240
force of &4 battalions covered the frontage of over.ag
kms . The deployment of Indian troops Wa;é} '
according to any military principles, and had edff
any defence potential. The force was deploy
small outposts to guard varlous approaches ;

=0 e
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_ Indian territory not yet absorbed by the Chinese.
- This meagre force was further deployed in small
;;pocketé primarily as the result of the Forward Policy.

To understand the fighting and its outcome a srall
*1 journey intc past is essential.

_ As already nrentioned in Chapter III, a meeting
( was held in the Prime Minister's office in Noventer
. 1961 to review the measures to be taken on the
. Indo-Tibetan border. Among the persons present were
" the Defence Minister, Chief of the Army Staff, the

Foreign Secretary, .and the Director of Intelligence
~ Bureau, an agency that had the sole responsibility for
~ external intelligence at that time. The Director

Intelligence Bureau gave out his assessment that the
Chinese would not react to establishment of new posts
by India and were not likely to use force even 1f they
_were in a position to do so(4). The decisions taken
at this conference launched the 'Forward Policy' and
had major effect 1in determining the deployment in
Ladakh. The conference decided that Army would patrol
as far forward as ©possible right wup to the
International border. Clashes with the Chinese were
to be avoided. Posts were to be established to
prevent any further Ingress by the Chinese and were
also to be established in such a way as to dominate
the existing Chinese posts im the Indlan territory.
To overcome the numerous administrative and
operational difficulties and dangers inherent in this
policy, major concentrations of Indian forces were to
be established for logistic and operational support
force that should have the capablility to restore the
border situation at short notice 1f required(5}.

On 5 December 1961, the Army Headquarters sent
a directive to the Western Commend for implementation
of the above policy(6). The directive faithfully
reflected the Government decisions, except 1in one
crucial area. The pre-requisite of establishment of
strong forces to act as fases to implerent the forward
policy as directed by the Government, wes the vital
item that was left out by the Army Headguarters while
conveying the Government decision to the Western
Comnand. The Forverd Policy thus <carme to be
irplemented without this crucial security precaution.

As a logical corollery to the non-ccmmunication
of rthe decisicn about strong hases, the Western
Command in turn only asked for such additional troops
as were needed for the establishment of the forward
posts, The Western Companc at that tirme did not have
adequate resources tO induct and rmalntain such large
forces as would have been necessary 1f the 'Forward
Policy' as indicated by the government was Lo be
inplerented, including the setting up of rear bases.
According to the tize honoured nilitary procedures,

™
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the Wgstern Command then would have been obliged ¢4
inform the Army Headquarters its inability g
implement the government decision. The reason fgor
this omission by the Army Headquarters are not Knownp
from any documentary SOUTCE, and can only. pe

guessed(7).

Rased on the 'Forward Policy', 1in the Dpg
Sector, 9 posts were established on the mnorth apg
couth banks of Chip Chap river. Opposite Murgo ang
Sultan Chusku another 5 posts were established in the
valley of a minor river to the south. In the Galyap
river valley, post opposite Samzungling  was
established, rteferred to as Galwan Post. Based on
Chushul, posts were established at Yula, Chartse and
Razangla. Based on Koyul at Chang La, and based on
Demchok at Jerala and Chardingla, were some of the
other posts. Thus by July 1962 there were in all 36
of these posts, malnly of section and lesser
strength(8). The establishment of these small posts

further reduced the strength in the bases.

The establishment of Galwan Post is a typical
exanple of how the 'Forward Policy' was implemented.
Reconnaissance along the Galwan river was discussed in
a meeting between Forelgn Secretary, CGS and Director
IB on 20 September 1961(9). The 1B followed this up
with a formal note on 26 September 1961 recommending

the setting up of the post(10): In December same year

the Army Headquarters ordered Western Command, to set
up the post(11). On 15 January 1962, at the height of
winter, 114 Brigade sent a recce party from Sultan
Chushku. The recce party reported that there was 1O
suitable route from that direction. In April 1962

another recce found a route £rom the south via

Hotspring.

In the meanwhile, in Delhi the Intelligence -

Bureau was active. In a note dated 9 May 1962, the

Director, B.N. Mullik, stressed that Galwan river
valley provided an access to the Shyok river and the
vital route that ran along it, and so it was necessary

to establish the postC {mmediately(12). This woul

confine the Chinese within their 1956 clalm line, at.
Yestern -

least. The Army Headquarters then ordered the

Command to set up the post. On 4 July 1962, the:
Commanding Officer of 1/8 Gorkha Rifles set UP b

platoon post opposite Chinese position
Samzungling(13). The Chinese in the vicinity
connected by a rtoad with thelr base, and qV
brought up a battalion and surrounded the

platoon. Cut off from the south and south east byfﬁeﬁg
Chinese, the Indian troops were then supplied jﬂs gﬁk
helicopter drops, which often went into the Chin€

hands. In the Chip Chap valley too, cven noves ¢
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/ .
gections and platoons were being controlled by the

Operations BPranch at Arny Headaquarters{(14].

ﬁVOLUTION OF INDIAN PLAN -
_‘_--"'"""-‘-_

;. The Indian Arny's deployment and plans evolved
out of the Government directive on the Forward Folicy,
as already discussed in Chapter III. In February 1960
the Army Headquzarters issued an  Operational
Instyuction to the estern Command(15). The Chinese
threat was assessed to be worth a regiment plus a
pattalion and some armour. Chinese were assessed to
pe capable of posing sSome lipited air threat to
éinterfere with Indian supply efforts, as well as air
Shraid on forward posts. The Inctruction expressly
g4 forbade shifting of any troops from Pakistan border
Wplthout the pernission of Army Headquarters. Keepirg
$iin view the threat perception, a brigade group was
. earmarked- for defence of Ladakh.
3
- The task given to Western Command. was to prevent
any further 1ngress {nto Ladakh. In April 1961 this
Wwas amended to .read 'prevent infiltration 1Into
~unoccupied areas of Ladakh'. The task underwent
L further amendment and defence of Leh and denial of
‘main approaches to Ladakh, was the final outcome. The
®:n Operational Instruction also laid down the vaious
forward posts to be ostablished and areas to be held.
‘n-The Operational Instruction was in fact a conpromise
sy between military logic and dictates of the 'Forward
Policy'. At the time of operations in 1962 the
Operational Inetruction 26 was still current and
¥'o formed the basis of Indian Plan of defence.

b The Western Conmmand in turn issued 1its own
sOperational Imstruction in April 1960, which was on
the same lines zs the Army Headquarters orders. The
g situation changed 1in June 1960 when the Army
hHeadquarters asked Vestern Command to uncertake
sxprobing action in the Indian territory under Chinese
occupation. In the ceanwkile at the Vestern Command,
%8 major war gane code-naned 'SHEEL' was concductec cn
115 and 16 October 1960 totest the efficacy of Indian
defensive plans for Ladakh{16). The exercise vividly
brought out that chould the Chinese intention change,
they had the ability to concentrate a much larger
force against the Tndian brigade, in which case the
ninipun requirement of ELTOCPS in Ladakh was envicaged
to bte a cormplete divieion. it wee then propcsed to
forn ipner ard outer Tings for deferce of Leh. The
‘Outer ring corsisted of DEC conplex, Cihushul, Dungti,
and Phobreny areas, each L0 be held by atleast a
-battzlion size force. The tnpner ring of defences was
Lo be pascd on holding of Khardungla and Changle
.Passes, with sufficient troops in Leh itself.
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Thus,” on the eve of the conflict, two plan.
could be said to be in existence. While officiai?s
the Operational Instruction No. 26 stood, the Wesgtq '
Command was envisaging a divisional deploynent, Tﬂ?n
was to have a major impact on the course of eQEn;£
This difference in perceptions needs a detailed 100k$.

On 5 December 1961, the Chief of Army Si:;'ff
wrote to the Eastern and Western Command asking the
to set up posts as far forward as pessible on thz
Indian side of the Internatiomal border(17). Thesge
posts could then dominate the existing Chinese postg
in the vicinity. He asked both the commands to senq
their fresh appralsal of logistic support requireqd
The 'Forward Policy' was enthusiastically backedtb§
the Chief of General Staff, Lieutenant General B.M,
¥aul. Kaul had taken over this crucial appointment’in
May 1961; since then the setting up of posts got 3
further boost. He flew down to the border areas and
personally ordered setting up of new posts based on
his aerial reconnalssance. He along with Alr Vice
Marshal Pinto, who was at that time 1in charge of
Operational Command at Palam and responsible: for air
support to Ladakh, visited Ladakh on 25 and 26 June
1962. During this visit Kaul landed at Post Alfa
(Post 1) near DBO. After talking to the JCO "in
command of this post, Kaul recounted to other how the
Chinese who had attempted to surround the post some
rime earlier had run away when the Indian JCO merely
waved a red handkerchief. Kaul was not happy with the
pace of setting up of posts, and remarked that the
battalion commanders and other officers werc
exaggerating the terrain and logistic difficulties.
In a dig aimed at XV Corps and Western Command, Kaul
noted that these headquarters were acting as post
offices and just forwarding the lower formation's
views about difficulties. His assessment was that 1t
is better to establish as many posts as possible AP
Ladakh, even in penny . packets, rather than wait fof
substantial build up. It was his conviction that .the
Chinese would not attack any Indian post even 1f they
were in a position to do so. - The Army Chief agr%?
with the views of the CGS5(18}. g

These new posts set up were primarily d8pende?t

urged consolidation of the existing posts instead

on air supply. Thus the meagre air support reSOUrCQ%
available were diverted from the tasks of induct%p%
road building material and personnel. The paceé g
road development, so vital for further operations, .
to slow down(19). *15
yad

As early as May 1962, Western command h:
protested agalnst setting up of additional pOSE?ZOL

~312- e
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“yn August, 1962, two nonthe before the hostilities
“ proke out, Western Command subnitted a re-appraisal of
Sthe situation in the light of the new developments,
painly the effect of 'Forward Policy' and Chinese
Greaction(21),

e Western Command letter dated 17 August 1962
addressed to the CGS, is an inportant document that
L vhrows light on the basic differences in perception

ﬁfthat existed between the two headquarters and it

24

Fdeserves detailed scrutiny. The letter stated that as
‘early as 1959, when the Army took over the
iresponsibility of defence of Ladakh, the nininum
ﬁirequirement was assessed ags S5 Infantry battalions.
! yet even by 1962, there were only 4 battalions in
> 1adakh as the logistic support was still lacking.
" consequently the deployment of this force was for just
' _showing the flag, and had no defence potential. The
' estern Command drew pointed attention to the change
“ {p gituation ‘brought about as a result of the forward
" .policy, and warned that the Chinese capacity to build
> up was far superior to the Indian, and they started
‘ with a 1:4 advantage. The Chinese appeared to be
" working to a plan and a nunber of clashes had taken
" place already. The Command pointed out that it
- appeared clear that Chinese would not tolerate any
.threat to their established posts, and they intended
. to occupy what they had claimed 1l.e thelr 1960 clain
.1line.

Drawing the Army Headquarters attention to the
relative strengths, the letter further noted that, as
against four Indian battalions and one platoon of
‘machine guns, the Chinese had a full division with all
- its supporting arms. The Chinese posts were all

connected with roads capable of sustaining 3 ton
vehicular traffic and they also had lateral roads.
" Indian road building activity was in the initial
.stages, Thus the Chinese were superior in toth
- mobility and fire power. Just then India was in no
" position nilitarily even to defend what it had; the
. build up of defencive potentiel would need more Uire.
At that roment, it was suggested that India should
. concentrate on defence of Leh. The Command felt that
.~ the military logic was out of step with potentiz
needs. Lt Gen Daulat Singh, Western Army Commander,
pleaded for czution, for the time being at least. He
. advocated halting the forward policy till India wes
rilitarily In & strong position.

It is not c¢lear £rom avallable cocurenta
sources how seriously this appreciation was studiec
Arvy Headquarters. However on O Septenber 1962, ju
45 "days before the Chinese attack, the officiati

(=g
CGS, HMajor Gereral Dhillon, sent a reply to Western
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Command stating that the views of the Command were
alarmist. He quoted the Galwan post 1ncident of
10 July 1862 1in support. On that occaslon, the
Chinese had surryounded this platoon post with -
overwhelming numbers, but did not launch attack. The =
officiating CGS felt that this proved that the
assumptions of the 'Forward Policy' were correct, and iE
the Chinese would not use force even if in a position 3

to do so{22).

In the meanwhile, events in the East were moving
fast. On 22 September 1962, a meeting was held in the
Defence Minister's office which was attended by
Foreign Secretary, Defence Secretary and other senior |,
government officials. The decislon of the Government *°
fo throw out the Chinese from Thag La Ridge area was
conveyed to the Army Chief, General P.N. Thapar. The
General pointed out that such action in NEFA might
invite retaliation in Ladakh. The Foreign Secretary ?
stated that some loss of. territory in Ladakh was'™
acceptable to the PM{23). ‘ e

CHINESE FORCES : DEPLOYMENT & PLANS

— - p— ——

The Aksail Chin highway connected Gartok in Tibet

with Yarkand in Xinjiang (Sinkiang) Province of China. 523
This route was a two-way road capable of taking even:
the heavier Army vehicles. The total distance was.
around 1200 kns., This road passed through an.
extremely hostile terrain, rising from 1500 metres In;
Sinkiang to about 5000 metres in Aksai Chin area. '

For the Chinese, Ladakh region formed part of;
Sinkiang military region, with one Army (possibly the:
3rd Army) deployed there. In addition, in order tO:
pacify and "Hanize" the reglon, in early 50s itselﬁ&g{
the Chinese had disbanded two armies and settled themﬁé
on collective farms in Sinkiang that had -3,
predominantly Muslim population with ethnic affinity
with the Muslim republics in the Soviet Union. Out of :
this Army, probably one Jdivision was earmarked forgs
ladakh. It was estimated, though, that in 1960,
was only one Reglment (equivalent to Brigade)
Ladakh, with its headquarters at Rudok(24).

In 1960 the estimated detailed deployme
Chinese Regiment in Ladakh was as follows:

(a) A Battalicn based at Rudok

responsibility upto Tashigong. _
(b} A battalion at Shingzhang with companles 2%
Sapngur, Khurnak Fort and Dambuguru.

(¢) A battalion based in Lanak La ared
company at Kongka La and Hot Spring.
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(d) A battalion based on Qizil Jilga with
companies at Samzungling and Dehra La.

T In the period between 1960 and October 1962, as
ension Increased on the border, the Chinese inducted
resh troops in occupied Ladakh. Unconfirmed reports
1s0 spoke of the presence of some tanks in general
i.rea of Rudok. The Chinese during this period also
bipproved their road communication further and even the
osts opposite DBO 'were connected by road. The
hinese also had ample animal transport based on local
aks and mules for maintenance. Their division had
ull coumplement of artillery. Presence of upto a
attalion of horsed cavalry was also reported. The
orses were primarily for reconmnaissance parties. At
the time of conflict, in October 1962,. the Chinese
‘enjoyed a 1:3 superiority in Infantry, and also
radvantage 1In  artillery. The road communication
‘network on their side gave them a further advantage,
s they could concentrate their troops, and specially
rtillery, opposite Indian posts at will. By July
962, the Chinese had inducted a complete division in
adakh. Their deployment on the eve of the conflict
- was as under(25):

(a) DBO area ~'A regimental group.

(b) Changchenmo/Hot Spring area - One regiment.
(c) Chushul - One Regiment with some tanks.

(d) Indus Valley - A battalion group.

i Only a guess can be made about the Chinese plans
¢ and aims. However, their pattern of deployment and
- inducted forces do suggest that they were satisfied
8o with reaching their 1960 clairc line. It seenms
‘doubtful 1f they had the aim to capture Leh. On the
>other hand, their caution could well be due to the
rganised defences and steadfastness shown by Indian
itroops, Their tactics were to intimidate the isolated
¢Indian posts with fire and show of stremgth. This
as in order to gailn success at less cost. Almost at
very place, just a show of overwhelming strength did
ot  work, and the Indian jawan rtefused tc get
Ntimidated, although the rtesult of a fight was a
Cregone conclusion. He was defeated, but not
,1Sgraced in Ladakh.

. The fighting in Ladakh in 1962 was 1in three
: "distinet phases. The flrst phase began on 19 Octoter
2. Mleht when Chinese commenced thelr attacks against the
1solated 'Forward Policy'! posts. This phase lasted
< t11 27 Qectober. Between this time and 18 Noverbter
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there was a lull in fighting. This period ae 3.
utilized by"both sides to bulld wvp thelr stren8£E$‘;

while the Chinese build up was malinly OPPOSit’
Spangur £ap; the Indian side strengthened defences ie:
depth. In the third and final phase the Chine N
overwhelmed the Indian defences on the Eastern edge ie“
Chushul eairfleld. On declaration of Cease-Flre on 2%
November 1962, the Chinese had rendered the airfielq
unusable for Indians. The battle for posts 1s besgt

described sectorwlse.

D.B.0. SUB SECTOR

As already mentioned, the northernmost  subs
sector of the ladakh front was based on Daulat Begys
01di, abbreviated as DBO(26). DBO was a vitall&
{nportant post, and four tracks radiated from 1t. Thed
old Silk Route went north, crossed the Karakoram pésgﬁ
(5575 metres) and went on to Yarkand in Sinkiang. Tha
second route, providing enemy access to the area, wenta
cast along the Chip Chap Civer to Qizil Jilga, andhoe
onwards to link up with the Aksal Chin highway of th
Chinese. The other two routes connected DBO to Leh
over 200 kilometres away, and requiring atleast 1
days of long and difficult marching to reach it.. Theg
Eastern or Winter route went due south from DBOJX
crossing the Track Junction, Chip Chap river and th
Depsang Plains to reach the important post of Murge
After Murgo, this Wiinter route went south over th
frozen Shyok river, passed Sultan Chushku and _th
village of Shyok, crossed the Ladakh range by th
Changla, and down the Indus to Leh., This route Wi
very- difficult 1in summer, becasue ving
Shyok river went through many 8OYges, which provides;
no track along the banks. During the summer month!
the favoured route went westward from Murgo, crosse
the Shyok at Saser DBrangsd, and then the Karakol
range by the Saser La (5326 metresp It went down E0G
Nubra Valley, crossed the Shyok again, climbed up;:t}
Ladakh range to the Khardung La (5606 metres) and ; CHA
went down to Leh. Between DBO and Saser Brang3)
apother tarely used and very J1fficult track oM
west along the headwaters of the Shyok,
through Gapshan meadow, but was utterly unsUitéJ},{
large groups or in inclement weather. 7 o

petween Changla and Shyok villages, OO
winter route to DBO, an {mportant track took 9% &
the east. This track, passing through Tangtsé: wen;
to Phobrang, which served as the bas® f?i{?ﬁ
Changchenmo sub sector. From Tangtse anothel;s
carried on to Chushul. e

14 J&K Militia was responsible
of the DBO area. In addition, a coOmp:

(C Coy) was .also deployed alongside.
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_ The deployment of the Indlan troops followed the
pattern set by the 'Forward Policy'. Thus DBO itself
had the Battalion Headquarters and nearly a company
trength. The rest of the avallable force was
distributed on the two possible approaches. Chip Chap
~iver valley had a total of 10 posts. Posts 1 to 4
ore located north of the river Chip Chap, while posts
to 10 were to the south. Posts 10 to 14 guarded the
japproach from an uncharted river valley further socuth.
tn addition there were some troops im Murgo, Sultan
‘Chushku, Track Junction, and all the way down to Shyok
village, to provide staging posts for supply as well
'as the columns that regularly moved between the main
ase at Leh and DBO. DBO itself was malnly supplied by
alrdrops and a few avallable MI 4 helicopters. Out of
‘these 21 posts, DBC had a company strength and also
posts 1 and 4 on the North of Chip Chap river had a
platoon each (roughly 25 to 30 men). Posts 5, 7 and
1’14 also had platoon each. Rest of the posts had
D gection strength (between 10 to 15). These posts were
dependent upon DBO for their supply. All the posts
were equipped only with small arms with the exception
of post 1 that had a section of 3-inch mortars. The
posts thus were not In a position to dominate more
than 500 metres distance around them, this being the
s effective range of the 1light machine guns. The
*“average distance between the posts was 2 to 3 kms and
Y some like post 14 were nearly 10 to 12 kms (or one
days march) away from the nearest Indian posts. - There
‘was thus no possibility of mutual support or any
%jinterference with Chinese movement as they lacked the
#-basic means, i.e. weapons with adequate range and
lethality(27).

A

o The Chinese had been building up their strength
%°in the sector from July 1962 onwards. Thelr roadhead
linking Qizil Jilga with thelr post in the vicinity of
Indian post No. 4 enabled them to bring in their heavy
‘weapons {mortars and guns) very close to the Indian
posts even before their attack. As Dbrought out
earlier, both the policy of not provoking the Chinese
-and  lack of resources made Indian posts cause no
hinderance to this build up. On the eve of conflict,
on 19 QOctober 1962, all the Indian posts in Chip Chap
‘valley area were surrounded or dominated by the
Chinese in superior strength. It was estlmated that
‘the Chinese had nearly a regiment based at Qizil
Jilga, of which two battalions took part In the
attack, with probably a third battalion being held in
Teserve at Qizil Jilga itself.

- The Chinese offensive in this sector connencea
With sipultaneous attack on posts No. 5 and 9 on 19
October 1962 at 2300 hrs. Post 5 {Pramodak) was
‘Manned by 14 Jawans under an NCO of 14 J&K Militia.
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Post 9 (Bhishan) was held by 5 Jawans of the Jatg -
The Chinese subjected both the posts to heavy fi,q-
from mortars and medium machine guns. Both thg
weapons having longer ranges than what the Indigp
had, the Chinese could remain out of range of Indi,
fire. The Indian defences were merely open trenche
and Sangars (stone heaps above ground level), 4
digging into the frozen soll was difficult, ‘and there:iy
were no stores for construction of overhead cover tg:#%
protect the Jawans from the splinter effects of thatdl
mortar or artillery bombardment. Both the posts wereﬂ”
constantly in touch with the commander at DEO, Majof§
Randhawa. It 1s estimated that the Chinese attacke
post 5 with nearly 2 companies and Post 9 with 3%
company. The posts continued to resist the Chineses
till first light on 20 October, when both the post:
went out of communications with the Headquarters
There were very few survivors. The Chinese occupled,
Post S5 and effectively blocked the withdrawal andy
supply routes of other posts deployed to the South

East. o
AL s

Around 0230 hours on 20 October, the Chines
brought pressure agalnst posts 2 and 3 manned by;
Jats and located on the Northern bank of Chip Cha
river. The personnel of these two posts were thenz%
asked to fall back on post 4 by first light on 203
October. Post 1 (Chandani) manned by a platoon of 1!
J8K Militia was now isolated. This post was wel
sited on high ground and was not easy to assault., Of
70 October at 0600 hrs Chinese commenced shelling 0l
Post 1. The bombardment continued for nearly. ON
hour.  After this the post was attacked by, th
Chinese. The commander at DBO attempted to ST\
reinforcements to it. But the Chinese, who had: by
then occupied Post 5 which effectively dominated tle
route, made it impossible. Finally, after resistingy
attacks by the Chinese in strength, Post 1 fell..sTH
enemy now turned their attention to other 1so0lates
posts in the south and subjected them to heavy ¥ 5
bombardment. In the meanwhile, fall of Post ¢§$§;
opened up the north eastern approach to DBO-:Q&JE
local commander then sent two-small patrols cy
Pt 18029 and Pt 17911. Post 4 continued t0-,ﬁ9
inspite of incessent shelling.  The situation abdpaw
end of the first day was that while the Chineseu
pained important successes by eliminating postsisg?
and 9, the other posts continued to resist. o
all P05§§
: t Fog
CXCEpitiOﬁ
The iz

Since the Chinese had eliminated
the northern bank of Chip Chap river
that continued to resist) they were 1n a pos
pose a direct threat to DBO from the east-
worrying fact from the point of view ©
dofenders was that with Post 5 in their
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.x chinese were in a positioﬂ to threaten Track Junction
Y area, throtgh which the routes of maintenance for the
¢ garrison passed.

-

Around 1900 hrs on 20 OQctober, the Chinese.

it

§frecommenced the shelling of Post 4. Seeing the
%rgravity of the situation, officiating commander to the
DBO garrison, Major Randhawa, ordered the men of 5 Jat
located there to withdraw to DBO. The men, however,
" lost their way in the dark and out of nearly 40, only
?}1 300 and 9 Jawans could be traced by a search patrol
fs sent from DBO.

All this while the DBO Headquarters was in
constant touch with 114 Brigade Headquarters at Leh,
and through them with XV Corps Headquarters at
. gdhampur. Assessing the gravity of the situation, 114
< Brigade had informed Corps that, since the Chinese
~were in a position to pose a threat to the sole line
v of communication, the brigade £felt that isolated
posts should be asked to concentrate at DBO. Post 10,
after reslsting for scme time, was asked to withdraw
"% to Burtse, a little to the north of Murgo.

LI

- Post Jodha was located 7 kms due East of Murgo
7 and was held by a platoon of 14 J&K Militia. The
% Chinese, having taken Post 10, approached Jodha post
i from the north and launched thelr attack at 1600 hrs
. om 21 October. The post stood firm agalnst heavy
bombardment of mortars ond MMGs. Around 1800 hrs,
 nearly two conmpanies of Chinese surrounded the post
" from all sides and brought down intense fire. The
* post had ‘already lost 3 men and 4 more were wounded.
Seeing the futility of any further resistance, the

. post was ordered to break out and reach Burtse.
‘ Braving heavy fire and intense cold, the nmen
.~ successfully reached their destination. In the
« Pprocess, 2 jawans were taken prisoners by the Chinese.

: On the evening and during the night cf 21
October, the reraining isclated posts {except for the
furthest one, Post No. 14 called Jyotish) were ordered

. to fall back to Burtse, Sultan Chushku, Murgo and DBO

- itself. The Sultan Chushku-Murgo-DBO track was now
being dominated by the Chinese. In addition the
fly-in route, that closely followed this track, also
became unsafe for the supply drops at DBO.

On 22 October around 13C0 hrs, the post
conmander of platoon post at Jyotish (Post No. 14)
‘Teported that the Chinese were now concentrating
opposite his 1solated post. LC Col Nihal Singh, the
companding officer of 14 J&K Militia had reached D30
by that time. After seelng the overall situatlion and
consulting the brigade, he ordered the withdrawal of
Post 14 along the uncharted Nachu Chu gorge to Sultan
Chushleu.
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The position at the Track Junction had becope
very grave by then. Right from the 20 October
onvards, heavy Chinese concentrations were Treported b
the overflying aircaft, which were filred upon by the
Chinese with small arms. Conscious that Tracyudk
Junction was vital, the battalion commander SentQIﬁ
reinforcements to this post. But the party from Dpg.e
found it difficult to reach Track Junction, as theirs
way was blocked by nearly a battalion of Chinegat
troops about 8 kms South East of DBO. The battalion
commander then suitably re-organised the defences tg
face the Chinese threat from south also. The Chinese:
were already stationed north since 20 October after
the fall of the northern out posts. DBO was now
currounded, and the small detachment at Track Junction

stood isclated. .
‘r‘ .

On 22 ‘October, seeing the grave situation at
DRO, the battalion commander sought brigadé’
commander's permission to withdraw the troops to.a
rore defensible position. The Corps Headquarters was,
fully aware of the grave situation in DBO sector and
as early as 20 October itself had sent out a signal to
114 brigade ordering it to withdraw the isolated§g
specially Post 14 (Jyotish). - The Corpg ¥

wanted DBO, Track Junction, Sultan
d Calwan Shyok river junction to - be
emphasis was now - of
ions(28)7%

posts,
Headquarters
Chushku, an
strengthened and held. The
holding tactically sound and defensible posit

The local commander et DBO had suggestedrE
shorter withdrawal. He wanted troops from DEO - tO
concentrate at Gapshan and those from Track Junction
to fall back on Murgo. The Brigade, however, wanteg
the DRO troops to withdraw to Saser La, a bottle-negy
on the mighty Karakoram. The Corps also agreed wil
Brigade. Major g.g., Randhawa had sent 2 messags
through a helicopter pilot on 22 October. He fel
that the Chinese had concentrated sufficient numericds
strength in the area and should they chose TO 019%3
their self proclaimed claim line of 1960, they €O
pose a serious threal even upto Leh(29). i

At 1800 hrs on 22 October 1962, 114 brigede 88%

ermission to 14 J&K Militia to commence withdrawd
The withdrawal started at 2100 hrs. The only F-os
available was the difficult western track that e
along the upper reaches of Shyok river and cTOSSE oy
Karakoram mountaln at Saser La. The troops from g
Junction were Lo join the main column at Gapshaﬂr%mi\
Rattalion Commander passed a false messag€ et e
Brigade at the same time, indicating that he%
decided to hold on to DBC and Track Junction. “=of
added - precaution was taken so that tbe Chinesg¥ga*
were belicved to have been intercepting .
tyaffic, should not get wind of Indian plans(3o)f;

i
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The withdrawing troops destroyed all the heawy
including 3 inch mortars, recoiless guns -and
-ost_wiIﬁI?SS sets. FEach -man carried his personal
ﬁéaﬁaﬂ and 100 rounds. The platocon of 1 Mahar,
aespite difficulties of carrying the heavy Vickers
tachine guns, refused to destroy them and carried then
along: It was a tough retreat through very difficult
gountains and under artic conditions. The 7 odd
gehicles (mostly jeeps and a few 1 tons) were locaded
ith the sick and wounded and tried to use the frozen
siver surface. However, barely 24 km from DBO, the
frozen river bed gave way under the weight of the
vehicles and these had to be abandoned. It was an
3 organised withdrawal. The advance party was led by
Major Randhawa, who was familiar with the route. Main
body was under Lt Col Nihal Singh. A Tear party
sonsisting of a “platoon of JE&K Militia wunder Capt
5.P. Rigzin, occupled the dominating feature of
pt 18763. This platoon only withdrew on 23 October at
Heéirst light. By this time, all other troops were
tgafely on their way to Saser Brangsa. The march back
#by tired and heavily laden troops through the high
AKarakoram mountains was a test of endurance and
% discipline, in which the troops came out with flying
%¢olours. The transport aircraft carried out 2 much
needed alr drop at Gapshen on 23rd, and again at 2
B point half way to Saser Brangsa on 25 October. Sone
¥ of the serious casualties were evacuated by
i?pelicopters from Gapshan and Saser Brangsa.
o8 Right upto the officially decalred cease-fire on
1191 November 1962, there was no further fighting in

the DBO sector.

stol’es 3

vy 4 The fighting revealed the enduring traits of

<2 Indian soldiers. Located on isolated and

:xnon-defensible check posts, the Jawans carried out the

iSorders of 'Fighting to the best of their ability’.

1 The non-military deployment of troops could leave mno

“Pone in doubt about the eventual outcome. Yet Iin many

an instances, like at Post 1 (Chandani) or Post &,

Subedar Sonam Stobdan and Havildar Saroop Singh of the

14 JgR Militia made the supreme sacrifice after taking

heavy toll of the enemy. Both were honoured with the
nation's second highest gallantry award, the Maha Vir
Chakra. A large part of the credit for the
steadfastness and properly organised retreat goes to
the officiating commander of the DBO sub sector, Major
#“Sardul Singh Randhawa of 14 J&K Militia, who was also
i decorated with the MVC.

5 At the end of effective fighting on 24 October
1962, a1l the forward posts established in the Chip
;Fhap and Nachu Chu river valley were withdrawn.  DBO
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vias  also  abandoned. The Indian troops,

llOT,-}(_\VQI.

- . - . T~ . -

continucd to hold Saser IErangsa, MU{go, SU]taﬁ
Chushlku, as well as the Galwan and Shyok rivar -
junction. The  Chinese had established :

: b ! theiy -
effective control upto their 1960 clain Iine(31y, E

CHANGCHERHO_AND GALWAN SUB_SECTOR

South of the DBO sector, area ezst of Shyok
river is difficult to negotiate. Scattered mountaing
rising to 6000 metres make east west or north south
movement difficult. The first possible route of
ingress is through the Galwan river valley. Nearly’
10 km to the south of Galwan rtiver lies the’
Changchenmo valley. . The shortest route to this areg
was based on a mule track that went over Changla:
(17000 ft), located 70 km from Leh. The route thence s
travelled through the Tangtse wvalley to reach®
Phobrang, whieh was the base for operations in thig.
sector. The deployment in this cector also was ¥
basically In the Changchenmo and Galwan river valler :
in order to prevent Chinese ingress in these areas)i,
In October 1962, 5 Jat less one company wagﬁ;
responsible  for  this  sector. The  detailed:3
dispositions were as dictated by the forward policy..
The posts were 1solated and thelr routes of supplys
were vulnerable. Primary reliance was placed on alrg
drops and helicopters, The Chinese had established,!
strong posts in the wvicinity of Indian posts and;
dominated them. The Chinese posts were connected with
the Aksai Chin highway with rmotorable tracks. e

L]

5 Jats had a company strength at Galwan post;£
and rest of the Battalion at Phobrang. Platoon-sizedg
posts were estbalished at Hot Spring, Nala Junction)=
Patrol Base. A post was also established opposite the
Chinese.. position at  Tsogtsalu. The route:jpﬁ
malntenance for the posts was Phobrang, Shyok and
thence along the northern banks of Changchenmo onwards;
to Nala Junction. The route of malntenance qu'thg
Galwan post that was opposite the Chinese position:ok
Seamzungling was via post Patrol base. '

Galwan and all other posts were earlier (Elld
10-12 October 1962) occupied by 1/8 GR. 5 Jat, which
had originally been inducted fo relieve 1/8 GR,
over these posts "in the first week of CQctober. w. ¥
Galwan post was in the news right sinceﬁ?%f
estakblishement on 4 July 1962. The Chineseé %8
iwmediately surrcunded it and moved very clase tQ?ﬂ*
post in attack formation. Thre Indian trocops did)l
budge. The troops alse did not open fire, as U“i
the then prevalent orders they neceded the Perm%ssdi
from Army Headquarters(32). The Chinesc, howevelsriyy
not perwpit Jand route contact willh the post
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50 ,jatoon strength patrol with .rations and other
33 wrovisions leaded on Yaks started f£rom the Indian post
‘3t Patrol Base on 10 September 1862, but was halted by
the Chinese barely 1/2 kn away. The .relief "party was
not given permission to open fire and therefore had
. to .return to patrol base. The Chinese made use of
- 1oudspeakers to constantly bombard the Indian troops
. with propaganda about peaceful Chinese intentions.
! The broadcasts asked the Indians to go back. The
_Chinese also attempted to pursuade the Gorkha troops
¢ that, being WNepalis, this was not . their war. The
T steadfast behaviour of Indian troops in face of these
¢ grave provocations, and the Chinese unwillingness to
S<sault the position, led to conviction in the Army
Headquarters that, shown firmness, the Chinese
yielded. The details of this assessment are mentioned

earlier.

;
}

- In October 1962, the Gorkhas were due for
turnover, and the in-coming battalilon, 5 Jat, was iIn
the process of .replacing them. As a part of that

. process, between &4 and 12 October 1962, a company of 5
Jats was helilifted to the post in ML 4 helicopters.

Ever since September, the area had had heavy
snow-fall. The troops in the isolated post of Galwan
faced great hardships. Often the supply drop meant
for them fell into Chinese hands. The Chinese posts
nearby, in contrast, were connected by motor .road and
were well stocked with .rations and firewood. The
Chinese often broadcast to the Indlans over the
loudspeakers that, instead of suffering deprivations, .
the Indians should evacuate. The Chinese even
promised not to interfere wlith the withdrawal.

Coinciding with their attack elsewhere in the
sectar, Chinese launched their attack on Galwan post
in the early hours of 20 October 1962. The Jats
reported hearing sound of light machine gun and 2 inch
mortar firing from the directioin of the post. All
communications with the surrounded Galwan post also
~ceased on 20 October. On 21 October Indian

helicopters flew over the arrea, but were fired at by
the Chinese, and no contact could be established with
Galwan post. The pilot on landing back .reparted that
he saw no signs of life on the post. The account of
fighting at the post only came €O light when the
prisoners of war .returned.

As _recounted by then, ever since its
ectablishment the Galwan post was surrounded by the
Chinese, and the oniy centact was through helicopter

Sooetd = 1 t s et enal il e Va e .
coTLLes OF T_~i_:_ 1’.",, E)__,.C\:i L‘,u{?k-G.:'ﬂ--E-‘_‘-.‘ Phaors was ‘hf.'.c;‘. Vo SNCw
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difficult conditions. Everything ranging Froor i
ansunition and food to defence stores was {ip shbom% h i
supply. The men knew very well that they had HEithrt
any chance to escape nor was there any hope - os
reinforcements. The gallant fight put up by the P
1s a glorious chapter of Indian history. The Chipe
attack on the post started with heavy artillery, ,
mortar bombardment on 20 October at 0530 hrsg. T
ramshackle shelters and tents were almost destroyed.y
the initial phase itself. After an hour of shal]yfy
the Chinese attacked the forward sections with nearly
a battalion strength. The men who had moved to opej
trenches fought a bitter last ditch battle,
Indians bhad only small arms and no artillery :'gq
mortars. The capture of forward positions did g3
mean end of fighting, as the rear positions continye,
to resist. It was only towards the evening that. th3
Chinese finally succeeded in over-running the postd
In all the Chinese launched three attacks. TKa
casualties suffered by the defenders, 36 killed out."of
a total of 68 all ranks, show how bitter the fighting

|
was . 3

The valour shown by the defenders of Galwan did
not go in vain. It imposed caution on the Chinese ‘and;
instilled in the enemy a healthy respect forthé
Indian Jawan's fighting prowess. There is no reliablée
estimate of Chinese casuvalties, but it is apparent
from the caution they showed in dealing with the other
posts like Patrol Base, Nala Junction and Hot Springy
that the Chinese must have suffered heavily. Galwan:
post battle is among the brightest spots in Indiaf
Army's history, as 1t showed that, even when thereq
was certainty of defeat and death, the Indian soldif
rejected the Chinese offer of surrender and fought 'l
the last man and the last round. At the same timé
the fall of Galwan post demolished the assumption

¢ b8
e

that were the foundation of the 'Forward Policy. °

Once the Chinese had eliminated the Iﬂdi%
presence in the Galwan valley, they turned thek
attention to Changchenmo valley which 1lies due sout
In this sector there were platoon-sized posts lq
at Patrol Base, Nala Junction and Hot Spring.
Company Headquarters was at Hot Spring.
October, the Chinese shelled all the three (
posts. As Galwan post had fallen, there was nO l_“t“
any need to malntaln Patrol Base post which was {T
link between Nala Junction and Galwan posts, aqa
protecting the route to Galwan. Taking an OVd
view of the situation, Vestern Command OF
perscnnel from Patrol DBase to withdraw tois
Junction. The troops had stoed their ground de
intense shelling. As darkness fell, the platoon
contact and successfully withdrew to Nala Junc

‘.'5."—

5
rions
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o cover the withdrawal of the platoon, a2 section

¢rong Tear party repained behind. The next morning,

B2 October, Chinese launched an assault on this
tgection. The men fought with great bravery and caused

gany casualties to the Chinese. The post commander,

188 dar Amar Singh, in the true traditions of leading

example, made the supreme sacrifice. Nala Junction

ow strengthened and continued to resist Chinese

ttempts to out-flank it and get behind Hot Spring.

In the meanwhile, unknown to the wvaliant
ders in Changchenmo valley, the Chinese launched
Z.ttacks on thelr outhern flank on 22 October 1962.
fxongma post was being defended by a platoon 5 Jats.
¢The attack on Kongma started at 1400 hrs in broad
~hg_{a},rli,cg,‘nt. The Indians were well sited and beat back
¢he first Chinese assault. The fight continued for
¥nearly four ‘-hours. Out of the strength of 33 only
s geven men survived and withdrew to battalion base at
} phobrang under the cover of darkness. The Chinecse
l'1so attacked the platoon post at Ane La on. the sanme
¥ day. The post fell by last 11ght on 22 October after
Toffering stiff resistance. with the fall of these twe
¥'posts the Chinese were now in a position to pose a
 threat to the rear of the Indians deployed in

¥.Changchenmo valley.

3 The situation on 23 October became even
~more critical, as fron Kongma the Chinese were 1now in
w & position to cut off the Jats deployed at Hot
. Spring, Nala Junction and Tsogatsalu. XV Corps on 23
FCctober 1ssued fresh orders to withdraw all troops,
’ including ITBP, to prepare positions at Tscgatsalu,
£ zbandoning the posts at Nala Juncieon and Patrol Base.
As the withdrawal from Nala Juncticn was in progress,
the Chinese shelled the position, but did not press
their attack. In the meanwhile, 114 Brigade hacd
ordered even Tsogatsalu area to be abandoned and the
troops to witharav to Phobrang. As the easler
B¥,:southern track via Marsimik La was threatened by the
Q%Efall of Kongma and Ane La, the LToOpSs withdrawing from
g;ﬁot Spring followed the nore difficult northern track
#.along the Changchenmo Triver. Nearly every one
.suffered from frost Dbite or chillblains before
:Teaching Phobrang. The cituation soon stabilised, and
«& platoon under Major AJit singh of 5 Jat, even
.Teoccupied Nala Junction —on 24 October. By 28
Cctober, 5 Jats had consolidated their positions from
.Shyok to Phobrang. The forward positions at
Tsogatsalu continued tO be held and Indian patrols
donpinate the area. The Chinese did not
any further advances 1in this. sector and
t remained  unchanged right upto the

;aefen




ClisuL SuB_ SECTOR

goutlr of Changchenmo valley running north west:
ro south east is the continuation of Karakoram range
with helghts over 6000 metres. The mnountalnsg end on
the shores of Pangong lake. This 1s a long lake widy
crystal clear tut undrinkable brackish water. .Th;
Jake 1s over 1 km wide, and very deep. 1t freezes in
pinter and even vehicular movement over the frozen 1c2
is possible. In the afternoon strong winds glve rise
to high waves, making 1t difficult to cross. On the
south bank of the lake again there are high broken
sountains that slope south to Spanguf lake. West of
this lake there exists a clean 8ap between the
mountains, the Spangur 8aP. It is nearly 2 km wide
and joins the Chushul plateau with the main Tibetan
plateau lying to east.
village of Chushul . .- Between Chushul village and
jocated the Chushul airfield. By October

Spangur was
1962, through cfforts of ATRY engineers, Chls was
capable of taking AN-12 and Packet aircrafts. S

Just before the conflict the garrison at Chushﬁ]
was also connected with Leh by a road that passed ove

Tsaka La, a high pass, before rea
lies due south, of Chushul. From this point onward
the .road travelled north west along the bank of Indus”
river to Leh(34). The shorter northern .route to;
Chushul was via Changla near Karu.
Dorbuk, Tangtse and Tartar camp along the sou |
bank of Pangong 1ake., This was an old caravan route:

and was fit for nules and yaks.

West and north west of Chushul was the h
Ladakh range rising +o over 6000 metres (20000 ft

This .range continues due south east. _

In the early phases of fighting in Ladakh)
Chushul defences were held by two companles of 1/8
Gorkha Rifles battalion. After being Trelieve

5-Jat in second week of October 1962, a company --
platoon strength was deployed in S5irdjap complex notk
of Pangong lake. This post was supplied .
across the lake and had no land link with ¢

battalien. south of Pangong lake was the Yula conp.
consisting of three posts manred by another company .z
1/8 GR. Nearly two companies defended the Spang!
gap. DBoth the hills on the northern shou ¢
Gurung hill and to the south named lagar

mreld. In addition there was a post in

itself.
ptember the Chinese had SUY

the Sirijap post. - They had also constructed
Jjoining fheir posts with their headquarters at
tort. The total Chinese strength opposite
sector was ecstimated to be a regiment.

cince early 5Se
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The Chinese attack on Sirijap complex consisting
f, three posts, Sirijap, Sirijap-1 and 2, commenced at
ound 0660 hrs on 21 October 1962, The Chinese.
¢ ried out heavy shelling of Sirijap-1 for nearly 2%
s, They then attacked this post with light.
ks, against which the post had no weapons. The
.ry peint near Tokung had a small Indian post and it
s. possible to observe the battle from there. Soon
ter the shelling started the posts at Sirijap went
ut- of communication. A patrol under “an NCG
Rabilal Thapa reached as close as 1000 vards frem
o1yl jap-1; after observing the post the NCO cape back
o2 reported that the entire post including the
ompany commander Major Dhan Singh Thapa had died {in
the attack. After capturing Sirijap-1, the Chinese

urned their attention to Sirijap-2 and captured it
after fierce resistance. Very few escaped from this
pattle. The returning soldiers also narrated that
after collecting the wounded the Chinese lined

ém up and shot them dead. Yula complex of posts had
begun the process of consclidating all the persconnel
at- Yula-2 and 3 by evening of 21 October, By 22

tober the Chinése were in complete control of the
rthern bank of Pangong lake and maintenance' of Yula
gposts by boats became difficult as Chinese were
firing with MMGs on boats. Decision was taken on
2 October to withdraw troops from Yula complex to g
Ehigh ground north of Gurung hill(35),

s+ 0On 21 October, Indian CLransport aircraft flying
n the area reported seeing a two mile long colunn of
Chinese vehicles proceeding towards Spangur gap. The
itroops deployed 1in area also confirred wmove of
ehicles that alarmed brigade headquarters who thought
;that threat to Chushul vas laminent, The entire front
W.0f nearly 60 km fron Changchenno to Dungti had only
"¢ weak battalion. 13 Kunaon battalion which was
OCated in Leh was ordered to rove to Chushul on 21
Ctober., 1In the meanwhile g Flatoon of 1 Mahar thar
Y2S  equipped with mediur machine guns, was glsc
Srcered to Chushul., yv Corpe tock ernergetic action
and airlifted one battery (8 guns) c¢f 25-pounder auns
to  Chushul. The  Chushul cefences were  now
§lrengthened and the alrlift of stores ard acmunition
“Ontinued. The Chinese did not launch an inpediate
tack and the Iull period set in after 22 October in
tfushul  sector.  The quick build up served the
TPose of averting an immediate danger. The Chinese
YeTre to attack the area later,

The Indus valley sector lies south of Chushul .,
was an inportant location fron where a raoad
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woent porth to Chushul, west to feh and scuth along t} 
Indus: to Demchok. The Indus viver wvalley south e
Dungti is a flat open area flanked by low hillse on t§+7”f
cast and -high mountains of Zanskar range to the weéte:“
The International boundary followed the eastern hillg
These hills had several passes opening to Tibet gy
plateau. Vehicular movement along the VQ]}en
presented no problems and excellent airfield eXiSfet
a2t TFukche. The .road comnunications on the Chiﬂéq;
cide were not well developed and the only approach wds
from the south. The Chinese were estimated to tﬁvz
had a battalion located in Tashigong. Cion

On the Indian side 7 J&K Militia was responsible
for the defence of this sub-sector with itj
headquarters at Koyul with one company, company vorth
at Dungti and the rest of the Ctroops being deployeqd
along the passes and  bottlenecks along  the
International border. The Chinese attacks i1n thig%

sectar started on 27 CQOctober. Chinese attacked!

simultaneously at Changla, Jarala, New Demchok and%

High Ground (north west of Demchok) . S
i

The Chinese plan of attack in fthis
followed the pattern established elsevhere.
launched simultaneous attacks on Changla and Jara
posts that held the line of low hills on eastern side
of Indus valley. Once having tackled thesc posts they
then infiltrated between Fukche and the exterme}
southern posts of New Demchok and High Ground, thus
making these untenable. Once having occupied thed
Kailash range that dominated the eastern banks of thg‘
Indus valley, they in effect denied its use by th
Indians. A

L F

Changla post was well dug-in with wire obstaclesg
around it. It was defended by 17 men of 7 Je
Militia under a JCO. In the early hours of]}7;
October, the Chinese approached the vicinity Of'thf‘
post in 30 odd vehicles. The vehicles were mounté
with machine guns, which opened fire on rhe Indig
post. The response from Indians was quick in coming
using 2-inch mortar, two Chinese Jeading vehicles werGy
set on fire. The men held thelr fire ti]l‘éh
Chinese came close and within thelr rifle range: et
two light machine guns effectively Eﬂgage_?lA
attacking Chinese. After nearly three hours © i1
fight, the vastly outnumbered post commander deqlw
to withdraw his men. Nearly 300 Chinesc soldiers .
currounded the post. The post commander divide .6
party 1n two. and while one party moved, he h%g
pave covering fire with LMNG. Most of the men .
thus withdraw safely to Fukche but the post comnm
Jaid down his 1ife while covering the withdraws

his nen.

e
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danger of belng isolated. 1In addition, the threat .
Dungtl and Koyul needed to be averted and therefoﬁ.{”
the troops in conjunction with those at Hligh Gfmﬁﬁgf

were asked to carry out a withdrawal by night 277787
October. The withdrawal was successfully completed b
2330 hrs. The defenders successfully evaded jthi
Chinese road-block under the cover of darkness ‘apg

arrived in Koyul in gooed spirit.

_ The newly established 3 Himalayan Divis
well as XV Corps gave a serious thought to- ord

«withdrawal from Koyul as well, but in the end left the
decision to the commander on the spot, Lt Col
R.M. Banon. He preferred to stay put and strength
the defences .rather than withdraw. The Indiy
continued to occupy these positions. There was so
confusion .regarding outposts at tanle and Zarser™anad
Chumar lying to the south west of this sector. Thes?
posts - were held by CRP/ITEP and went out -¥o]
communication on 27 October. These were also presumé
to have fallen to the Chinese. But by 31 October:itis
transpired that all these posts were intact. LIRS

At the end of the fighting on 28 October, 1
Chinese had established control of the eastern hil
flanking the Indus wvalley. The road that pass
through the valley was being dominated by them and:
could not be used by the Indians. The Chine éif
appeared to be satisfied with this gain and there: f
no further fighting in this sector(36). L

THE LULL : 28 OCTOBER - 18 NOVEMBER

Oon the 20 October 1962, once the ‘Chinesgs
launched their well co-ordinated attack in Ladakhfy@;
NEFA, the baslc assumption underlying the 'Forwa?ﬂ;
Policy' ceased to exist. The Western Command, whichs
all the while had been pleading for deployment basefs
on 'military logic', mow put Into action its own plals
for defence of Ladakh. The earlier operatings
injunction about mnot wlthdrawing resources and tro
facing Pakistan was .revoked, and between 20 Octol
and 30 October, nearly a division worth of troops F%_

i{nducted in Ladakh.

i1t was a feat achieved in the
odds. To augment the meagre transport
the first line transport from units and formatiOHi-
withdrawn to form ad hoc motor companies to 3
snduction. Divisions facing Pakistan were M 318
battalions. ~The Air Force transport fleet alsoj
to the occasion and flew much peyond 1itSs.

capability(B?). oy

resources; g

or defence of
already "o
that %8

forud

Basically the induction was £
Tpe outer and inner ring plan has
discussed earlier; it was this plan
imp]ementéd. The strength in the
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post at Jarala was attacked at the same time
This post was also held by 17 men under a
he Chinese 200 in aumber surrounded the
, all sides and opened machine gun fire on
. The Indian post also .replied with 2-inch
and LMG. The fire £ight continued .right
nrough the day. Around dusk the post commander
Jecided to break out of the encirclement and rejoin
he battalion main defences at Koyul. Using the
actics of fire and movement he successfully carried

ut a withdrawal by night.

_ In the south at New Demchok post that was On the
pastern bank and High Ground that was omn the western
pbank, it was 3 different story. High Ground was a
gormidable position held by 5 platoons, well dug in.
gelective nine-laying had alsc been carried out.

Besides the Infantry weapons, this post had two
s of 3-inch mortars and two medium machine guns

Indeed a formidable combination. The Chinese
; st in the early hours of 27 October,
under the cover of darkness with a strength of around
200 to 300. The Chinese tried to attack the: post from
.the nallah 1in south. There, the Chinese came under
the devastating fire of mortars and machine guns. The
Chinese suffered heavy casualtiles and had to beat a
hasty .retreat. Then onwards £from 1100 hrs till 1700
“hrs, the Chinese did not attempt an assault but
confined themselves to firing at the post only. The
sost .returned the fire and {nflicted further
" casualtles on the Chinese who were caught in the open
. while the Indian troops remained in trenches. This
- post could have been held on indefinitely but for the
; fact that fall of Changla, Jarala and New Demchok, cut
the route of withdrawal as well as maintenance of the
Reluctantly  the battalion ordered the
his post at 1930 hrs on 27 October and

©- the men were redeployed at Fukche.

; New Demchok post across the Indus was not
- tactically cited but was mainly 2 'Forward Policy'
International border. Initially it had
ijon strength, but as tensions mounted it
was beefed up by two platcons which were deployed in
the historic Zorawar fort area. The Chinese
approached the post from the Jarala side on the
morning of 27 October. The fiTe from Zecrawar fort
Came as a mnasty surprise for them and the nearly 400
Chinese who had come in for the attack suffered heavy
casualties. In the ~eanwhile some Chinese crossed the
f Indus and positioned thenselves 1in rhe artea of old
Demchok on the western bank between High Ground and
New Demchok. This move by the Chinese as well as
their road-block ferther north created a sltuation
whore the scuthern positions of 7 Jar Militila were in

.only a sect
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it osts” was increased only marginally.  Most
é"ployment was in the .rear areas well away from the
mmediate Chinese attack.

Major General Budh Singh, MC, .raised the
Division on 26 October 1962 at Leh. The
Headquarters was moved to Chushul and was
s for Chushul and Phobrang sectors.
prigadier R.S. Grewal, MC, arrived in Leh with 70
{infantTy Brigade Headquarters on 25 October and took
f%ﬁer_responsibility' ~F the Indus Valley sector. By
2 established at Dungtil and later at
=}5ale in the .rear. On 24 October Delta sector was
‘raised out of existing troops to look after the
“Northern sector, with its Headquarters at Thoise. 163
‘{nfantry Brigade arrived in Leh to look after the
;close defence of Leh proper. The Western Command had
been pleading for the {nduction of a division since
{41961, and the Lroops 4id nmaterialise in the midst of
‘the conflict. The new formation did not have any
immediate operational problems, as 114 Brigade was
‘being commanded directly by XV Corps. Aware of the
Yineed to maintain continuity, the 3 Div +left the
existing structures intact and interfered very little
{n the fighting, burnt of which was belng borne by 114
Brigade. Signiflicant addition to the fire power of
troops in Ladakh was the induction of 13 Field
Regiment equlpped with 25-pounder field guns. One
batttery was already 1in Chushul. By 3 November
another battery rteached Dungti. The third battery was
located in Leh along with the regimental headquarters.
114 Heavy lMortar pattery equipped with 4.2 dinch
jportars was inducted in Chushul between 26 COctober and
%431 October. One troop was sent to Lukung to support 5
#lat and the rest of the battery was sent to Dungti.
The Indian Alr Force achieved a major feat when the
AN-12 aircraft alrlifted a troop of AMX-13 tanks to
‘Chushul on 25 Octcober. The ©T00p belonged to 20

blancers.

o In the meanwhile new Infantry battalions were
‘also being inductec, and included 9 Dogra, 3/4 Gorkha
‘Rifles, 3 Sikh LI, and 1 Jat. The Croops were being
irlifted in small groups and were being deployed post
aste to plug the various gaps in the defences.
isualizing the 1:kelihood of the road of Chushul
:8arrison beilng cut off, the Army engineers were
iordered to construct an alternative route via Karu,

hangla, Tangtse and Tartar Camp.

The Commander XV Corps informed the Army
:C?mmander on 30 October 1962 that he was not asking 3
"Div to pake any pilen for withdrawal from Chushul. . He
rflf this would hawe only adverse effect on the morale
0L the troops defanding Chushul and Dungti. Poth
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these posltions were to%be defended to the last man.
He also urged hin that provision of close air SUPporli
would be of immense help In the defensive battle, .

All the possible routes to Leb were mow held in
srrengtn. In the north, D Sector with a strength of
nearly 2 battalions held the Saserla, Sultan Chushky
Shyold, Galwan-Shyok river junction. The Toute Passing
over Changla was defended at the pass itself, as yel]
as at Dorbuk. Giving depth to the Changla defencgy
were the troops deployed at Phobrang and Chushul witﬂ
some artillery support. In the Indus Valley sector ;-
whole brigade blocked the axis at Dungtl, Chumathang
and areas further back. In leh proper there wa§
nearly a battalion worth of troops to defend the
surrounding bhills. The newly inducted troops were
thus placed in a reasonable position to defend Leh{
Only one battallon, 1 Jat, was deployed in Chushu}
area. On 27 October itself, request for further
troops for defence of _Chushul, made by 114 Brigade
Commander, was turned down by the Corps Commander, hig
nind being made up that Leh must remain secure at all

costs(38). Lo

BATTLE OF CHUSHUL

The 1ull period was utilised by the Chinese to
build up their stremgth in the Spangur area. Indian
troops in the Gurung hill and Yula II1 area kept+a
vigilant watch on these activities. 1In the absence ©
long range weapons and decision not to use Alr Force,
the Chinese build up continued unhindered(39). They
Indian build-up also was proceeding at the same tirme ;%
yet as a matter of deliberate decision, 1t was decided
not to put the newly inducted troops in threatened}
areas like Chushul. The emphasis on the Indian sidej

was on defence of Leh.

Once 3 Himalayan Division was raised, 1
Brigade moved to Chushul on 27 October as alreadyy
stated, defence of Chushul was now the solej
responsibility of the brigade. In the Chushul :
the brigade had 1 Jat, looking after Tokung, Yula
and lLukung with a company each. The rest of Fd
battalion was at Gompa Hill. 1/8 GR was deployed
cover the Northern flank of Spangur gap- Nearly. tef
companies were on Gurung hill, and a company £0 T
North of Pt 5167. The fourth company was IOCﬂted‘}
the Spangur gap itself. The battalicn headquart 3
was located at the airfield with an ad hoc compd
reserve. 13 Kumaon looked after the Southern
with two companies on Muggar Hill, a company -
cection of 3 inch mortars at Rezangla and batta
headquarters with ~one company at Track J
Teakala also had a compamy of 5 Jat. The brigd
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‘holding -hearly 40 Km of frontage with three
;battalions. Most of the troops were committed to
oround holding .role and the cnly .reserves available at
'Ehe brigade level were two troops of tanks and an

4

+2d hoc company located at the alrfield.

: The defences were only occupied in last week of
X*0ctober, and the winter conditions made preparation of
efences a very difficuit task. The general shortage
f snow clothing made matters worse. Digging in the
hard .rocky surface proved difficult, hence recourse
was taken to construct'stone heaps above ground level
{called Sangars) to prepare firing positions. The
tthree weeks .respite that Indian troops got for
.defensive preparations was barely adequate. None of
{, the equipment of the Indian Army was designed for
‘operating in temperatures below zero. For instance,
- the .rifles and LMGs could not be fired with gloves
n, as the trigger guard forces the firer to discard
the gloves. . It caused a large number of casualties
to frost bite.

. The Chinese 1in the meanwhile had apparently
" concentrated nearly a .regiment plus a battalion, at
least, in the wvicinity of the Spangur gap. The
~movement was regularly monitored by the Indian troops.
‘The two major concentrations were 1in area North of
Gurung hill and iIn Spangur gap itself. The Chinese
*"had deployed their heavy mortars in the gap in full
~ view of the Indians deployed on Gurung hill. The
., Chinese were forced into this, as their mortars had
5 1lnadequate range. The field battery of 25-pounders
u'uof the Indians had similar problems, and in corder to
support both Gurung hill as well as Muggar hill, the
* battery was split In two troops, and was located due
» west of these pesitions. On 29 October the Chinese
(ipened mortar fire on Gurung hill. In an instant, the
~Indian guns opened up and engaged the Chinese
" Observation Post located at Black Top, & hill that
- overlcoked Gurung hill. The Chinese promptly stopped
: thelr fire,

. The real Chinese attack in this sector started
.on 18 November, coinciding with their attack on Sela
In NEFA. The Chinese were cbviously working to a
_atimetable. Chushul with its airfield and the Indian
“brigade was a thorn in the Chinese flesh as that
- Provided a possible junp off point for an Indian
~ threat to the Chinese occupied Aksai Chin and the
Z,highway running through it. In fact a curscry thought

was given by the CGS to the possibility of an
offensive across Spangur gap in order to relieve
Pressure in the Chip Chap valley. The idea did not
Progress any further, as the Indians did not have
adequate strength for it(40).
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The Chinese launched a two-pronged attgael ey
Chushul defences. The northern prong of nearxﬁ?g
regiment strength, attacked Gurung hill, b85103]1y-t*%
Jower half of Black Top hill which was Uﬂder“th%
Chinese. The Chinese thus had the advgntage__b&
attacking down hill, always a major consideration‘qa
mountains. The second prong of the Chinese, Probaﬁ%
a battalion worth, attacked C Company of 13 Kumagpi,is
Rezangla. The attack on Gurung hill posed ga dirg%'
threat to Chushul airfield, while occupationﬁ'c.
Rezangla would enable the Chinese to cut of f7¥ L)
single Toad that linked Chushul to Leb via Imhét{
The Chushul garrison then would be totally dependapis
on the mule track from Leh that passed over Chéﬁﬁf“
and reached Chushul via Tangtse and Tartar camp.
their occupation of Sirijap position even this trie
was vulnerable. T

In their co-ordinated attack on Chushul defefSEg
the Chinese appear to have used nearly two battalidp
in south against Rezangla and about a Regiment Iin‘thas
north. Rezangla is an isolated 5500 metres (18000 fE)
high feature, about 11 km south of Spangur gap. K 'Th
importance of Rezangla was that it dominated the T}
line of the Chushul garrison - the road link with “Leh:
that went via Dungti. The nearest Indian positionit
the south was 5 Jat company at Tsakala. The Rezan i
position, though forming part of the main defences ¥
was thus in teality an isolated company post.  S{fica§
there was only one battery of 13 Field locatedin)
Spangur gap, Rezangla position was withouﬂféﬁy?i
artillery support. The sole fire support available
was the section of 3—inch mortars located withinitl
company position. In view of its isolated locatlor
the company had to be prepared to face the eneny. £10
all directions and the company was therefore deployg
for all round defence. (See sketch for detalls

deployment) . _ s

=5

At about 4 a.m. in the morning of 18 NOVQRP_
the silence was broken by a burst of LMG. The fo{$ﬂ
observation post to the south of company defenCess
detected nearly 400 Chinese approaching the 8 pla
located there. The news of this was passed on CO 1
company headquarters, and the men immediately We?f
their trenches waiting for the Chinese. The Indt]
held their fire and weited for the Chinese B£Qué
within range. g

Soon, nearly a battalion of the Chines¢ qumq
their assault on Rezangla from two directlons:
group coming from the south and another direcF,f,-
due ezst., The attackers were approaching thegﬂﬁ '
position through the nallahs that came Up to thZ;
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op- At arounc 0500 hrs, all hell broke loose as the
IgumaOﬂiS defencing Rezangla opened up with everything
‘they had. The Chinese caught in the deep nallahs were
o easy Pprey fo the 3-—inch mortars and grenades,

hz1lf an hour of intense firing the first

B fLer nearly
rtack petered out and the remnants took shelter

ehind boulders.

Once the Chinese attenpt to take the position by
~ gilent and surprise attack failed, they opened
ccillery and zortar fire at 0540 hrs. The fire was
ot very effective and did not cause much damage to
he defences, though the telephone lines of the
attalion HQ got cut, and the radio set was destroyed.
ne 'C' Company of 13 Kumaon was now totally on its
wn. The post at Tsakala could see the firing and
eported the news of fight to the battalion, which was
Sotherwise completely in the dark about the happenings
t Rezangla. The Chinese were not inactive elsewhere,
‘and the defenders at Rezangla knew that timely help
was impossible.- The reinforcements would have taken
* anything upto 5 to 6 hours to .reach there, and they
~would have to deal with the Chinese who had attacked
> the post fron three directions. .

: After the failure of frontal attack, the Chinese
‘yresorted to a simultaneous attack from the near and
southern flank. Under the cover of artillery fire,
the Chinese in two company strength attacked the rear
. platoon. The Indians jumped out of their trenches and
took on the Chinese with bayonets and even bare bands.
In one memorable instance, a Jawan bodily lifted a
Chinese soldier and threw him on the rocks. All the
"men of this Ekrave platoon died fighting. There was
“not a single survivor. In the reanvhile, the 3-inch
nortars were incessantly firing at the advancing
Chinese at point blank Trange. Rezangle was soon
littered with Chinese dead. The Company Conmander,
Major Shaitan Singh, moved from trench to trench,
% encouraging his men and redeploying the L}MGs. His

% brave Havilder DMajor was @ constant shadecw and with
fixed baycnet xarded off many an attack on the Company
Commander anc¢ in the ELargain sent many Chinese
soldiers to their graves(4l).

: The fignht at Rezangla was hard and bitter. The
last of Indizn machine guns fell silent only around
‘2200 hrs. Tre intensity of fighting can be gauged
frop the fact that, out of 112 all ranks at Rezangla,
only 14 survived to corne Pack and tell the story.
Thete were nco prisoners taken by the Chinese in the
.battie of Rezengla. In November 1963, nearly a vyear
after the battle, the dead bodies were recovered by
he 1Indian Red Cross. The parties that wvisited
€zangla saw the place littered with fleld dressings

142

L

L
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and blood rdrks, giving an indicatien to the g
losses suffered by the Chinese. Rezangle is inde“a
rare battle in military history. A grateful pafy
bestowed the highest gallantry award the Paray.
Chakra on the Company Comnander, HMajor §ha
Singh(42). T L

The going for the dinvading Chinese wasg gu
tougher at Gurung hill. The Chinese'attacked-cuv@ﬁ
hill complex slmultaneously with thelr attogks,
Rezangla. The approach chosen was from Black Hili.iﬂ
that gave them the advantage of attacking fTOmHQ{
ground. At 0530 hrs on 18 Hovenmber, the Chiﬁese'beg

intense bombardment of Gurung hill as -well

: e

Two companles of 1/8 Gorkba Rifles - wdy
defending the vast area of Gurung hill. The troe
had well dug positions protected by wire and some.
personnel mines. Attack was expected from:®
direction of Black Hill; the defences were there
ready to face the Chinese. The first wave of.
attackers made contact with the northern company
Gurung hill at 0630 hrs. Here the Chinese were in
a surprise. When still outside the small arms ran
they were engaged by accurate fire from the troop
13 Field Regiment. 2nd Lieutenant Goswami, the
artillery observation officer, did a commendable?
of directing the fire. The Chinese launched a s
of attacks and finally, after two hours, a detac
managed to occupy some portions of Gurung hill,.n:
energetic platoon commander there, Tej Bahadur Gu
got his men out from the trenches, and using
traditional Gorkha Khukri (a small curved knife}
on the Chinese. The Chinese had to fall back . u
this fierce onslaught. By 1000 hrs the situatioc
stabilized and Gurung hill remained firmly in’ 1
hands. In the meanwhile Chinese were contis
shelling the Spangur gap as well as airfiel
track between Gurung hill and the b sl
headquarters was no longer usable. The men on: LUL
hill were asked to conserve their ammunition £
second attack by the Chinese, which was expected

The second attack was preceded by even
intense ghelling. * The brave Gorkhas were® fi
overvhelmed by wvastly superior numbers, 8no
forward platoon fell. ~Out of 17 men in this plate
every single one  died fighting. The Chinesélsx
turned their attention to the lower company-”féﬁ$'
stage, they came under accurate fire fTCM'Iﬂdiﬂd“f,
tank troop of 20 Lancers. Captain A.K. Dewan”lE€54
tanks effectively and the Chinese had no answ¥&
Indian tanks. The Chinese suffered heavily @ndys
bacl. '
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The Gorkhas had alse suffered heavy casualties,
{th nearly 50 killed and several wounded. With the

11ing of the airfield and village, .reinfarcenents
well as ammunition supply was posing a problem.
pe news from Rezangla had posed a danger of cutting
ff the Leh-Dungti~Chushul .road. At this crucial
opent the limne and .radio communications link between
grung hill defenders and battalion and brigade
padquarters snapped due to the heavy shelling by the
pinese. . Physical novement from the .rear to the
orward .locations had to .run the gauntlet of accurate
Echinese fire on the flat and open area through which
iehe track passed. The true situation on Gurung hill
f-od the defenders success could not therefore be
oreciated at higher headquarters. The defences at
luggal hill and in the Sangur gap were under constant
chinese shelling throughout the day. Though the
P& ‘hinese did not assault these positions, moving up of
€ teinforcements was out of question, :

Keeplng the overall picture in view, 114 brigade
:decided to withdraw the troops from Gurung hill,
‘Miggar hill, Spangur post and Tokung, and to .redeploy
them on mountains West of Chushul. This decision was
{n conformity with the 1ideas of Corps headquarters,
and the new positions had been decided even earlier.
The emphasis was on defence of Leh and Chushul was
considered mainly a screen position. Brigadier Raina
also could not overlook the fact that once even a
portion of Gurung hill fell to the enemy Chushul
airfield could not be used by the Indian Air Force, as
the Chinese could fire on the aircraft with machine
guns as well as mortars and artillery. The closing
down of Chushul airfield and threat to Dungtl track
after fall of Rezangla meant that the brigade was now
dependent on the long and difficult mule track from
‘Leh that passed over the Changla and reached Chushul
ofvia Tangtse and Tartar camnp. It also appecered that
hile the defenders might be able to hold on for sore
‘mote time, the sacrifice in men and material would
not be justified. The cefenders of Chushul were
eeded to provide deferce in depth and warc cIf threet
0 Leh. Thus it <came ebout that, despite the
uccessful defence, a withcrawal was ordered on the

ight of 19/20 Noveuber(43).

The withdrawal was an crderly affair and zost of
major equipment was removed. This successful
action was due, in no small measure, tQ the accurete
“Shelling of the Chinese positicns by the lomne tattery
.0f 13 Field Regiment. On 1¢ Nevexber under the cover
“0f  falling snow the Chinese launched  another
,d€teremined attack around nid-day en tre lower
“POsitions of Gurung hill. Their alm appeared tc be to
-8et behind Indian positions at Spangur gap and tugger
“Rill, - put one artillery and tank fire by the

defenders was so devestatimg Chal the Chinese resicd
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cecond Lieutenant S5.B. Goswari was the artiller. e
observer at Gurung hill. his gallant young Offi1rf :
continued to” direct accurate fire at the eneﬂy"'te“”
kept them at bay. The Chinese thus could ond
interfere with the withdrawal. After the Ind?@h
troops had withdrawn the Chinese occuplied the GUrﬁaq
hill. Goswaml, who was badly wounded and given up fnﬂ
dead regalned his senses around midnight of 19/38
November. The weather was intensely cold and hi.
wounds had stopped bleeding. Showing the mettle th i :
he was made of, Coswami crawled all the way back"a ;
the Indian positions in the area of Chushul wvillap,
The second Lroop of this gallant batteryf:% 5
supporting the Muggar hill complex and located behind®
the defences. On 19 November, after their capture o
Rezangla, some Chinese came down from that directigﬁg
to attack the gun position. The gunners fired over:
open sights directly  into the mass of assaulti
enemy. The Chinese suffered heavy casualties a
thereafter decided to ieave the guns alone. Ey
while the withdrawal was on, the Indlan gunnerg!
sighted some self-propelled Chinese guns In thes
Spangur gap. As 2 parting kick the gunners engaged
the Chinese guns, and then withdrew intact to the ney
positions West of Chushul village. The part played byk

13 Field Regiment in the defence of Chushul was indeed:

crucial.

p the withdrawing!

The Chinese did not follow u
to secure tp»

Indians. They also made mno attempts

Chushul airfield for their own use, as t e
neant tackling the Indian defences west of Chushuli}

1t could be that the Chinese were content at having;
deprived the Indians of the use of the airfield,
lay in the no-mans-land now. Yet it is quite
that Chinese were not prepared to buy mo
casualties than they had already suffered at- the hands
of the Chushul defenders. Chushul was pTO ably:ﬁh&
defensive battle fought by 1
The odds in numbers and fire suppokLk
were heavily in favour of the Chinese. .;th
contest was a close One, “and honours even.
worth speculating that an extra battalion 2
artillery regiment (the normal fire support COMP>Erou
. the brigade) might well have enabled the gallids
defenders of Chushul to smash all the enemy 2 _
on Gurung hill, and Rezangla, and to turn the tabl®,

the aggressors(43).

only organised
Army in 1962.

CONCLUSION AND COMMENTS
its oTi

The Sino -Indian border dispute bad 14
{n the surreptitious occupation of Aksal chin P
by the Chinese in 1957. The Chines® lede
infrastructural development was further compovR®
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£act that “even after 1959 the pace of development
communications was slow on the Indian side.
underlying these .reactions was the gut feeling in
£ ndia that there would be no seriocus clash of arms

r the border issue.

‘ove
The 'Forward Policy' was possibly a necessary
adjunct to the negotiations that went on between the
Indisn and Chinese sides from 1960 onwards. After the
yirtual breakdown of talke, the forward policy became
full of .risks. It however appears that, disregarding
,pyudence - an essential virtue in =zatters concerning
sational security ~ the same policy of setting up flag
B> posts continued.

In the implementation of the 'Forward Policy'
the Army headquarters had a direct hand. and even
¢ {ssues normally dealt with at battalion level (move of
® _.ctions or patrols) were being dictated from Delbi,

based on DRapS of dubious accurecy. There was 2
tendency to dismlss the genuine difficulties of troops
‘i{n the field as 'mere belly aching'(46). The strict
. orders .regarding control over firing, aggravated. the
. syndrome of walting for orders frca Delhi, and had a
.negatlve impact om morale of troops when 1t came to

actual fighting.

3 The jostling for establishzent of posts in
Ladakh, as predicted by Western Cozmand, went largely
to the advantage of the Chinese. On the other hand,
the 1imited Indian strength was cissipated in penny
packets. In the northern sector, if the strength was
conserved it should have been entirely possible to
hold DBO proper. In trying to deferd every inch, the
Indians ended up losing much more than they need have.

_ Intelligence or the lack of it (both 1in a
4. general and particular sense) made czatters worsel(47).
The estipates of forward troops were dismissed as
. exaggeration. Instead of presentirg intelligence, the
. 1p even reconmended and advised tre Army on nilitary
k%" matters, FEven after nearly 27 years, there is no firm
- estimate available about the actual Chinese force

levels in the 1962 Conflict.

3 In the ultimate analysis, lzdakh was saved due
- to the prudent planning on patt of western Command and
. herculean efforts on part eof the IAF after 22 October
1962. The timely deployzent of Tescurces in depth
probabiy prevented the Cainese Zrom advancing any
further. The spirited resistance tut up by the jawans
in even hopeless circumstances hzd a sobering effect
on the Chinese. On the other hand, the induction that
‘took place in the jull gperiecd had strengthened the
Indian pesition sufficlently to hove tried to save

TG
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Chushul., . The extra treoops that were deployeg iﬂ:
Saserla and’ Thoise area could well have nade - e
difference in the battle of Chushul on 18 November hyifs@h

providing the Brigade with some reserves.

The Chinese aim in advancing their 1960 c¢j,%
line appears to have been to push back Indians on ¢
the edge of mountains. The Chinese thus succeedeq {743
eliminating possible launch pads for any offensiv :
against the Aksal Chin highway by eliminating pgg
Chushul and Demchok positions. This all the nors
strengthens the contention that Indlansshould hgye
attempted to retain at least one  jump ' Gff
point:Chushul. T

s

Nearly equal number of casualties sufferedfﬁ
the Indians were weather casualties. This brought
home the need for a long-term perspective planning. o
equlpment and training. It is a tribute to Indian?
soldier that even under such circumstances he fought)
and fought well. i e

In the end one can only quote Catl VRIS
Clauswitz, RERIR 27

2530
"Jjoe to the Govt, which relying on halfheartga
politics & a shackled military policy nmeets &%
foe, who 1like the untamed mighty forces off
nature, knows no law other than his own power!;

ale oty b nfe wla ats
Iy o i
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NOTES AND REFERENCES

Oover the years due tO the efforts of Army and
civil authorities 2 large number of trees have
been planted 1in the Ladakh Tregion and the
cituation is much different than what existed in
1962. The ‘massive tree plantation has had an
excellent effect on the ecology of the regionm,
including increased availability of oxygen and
jnereased rainfall.

A toad link to Leh from Srinagar was finally
completed only in August 1962. The section fron
Kargil to Leh was still unsettled and prone to
landslides. Zojila pass closed around October

and only opened in June.

At the time of 5ino Indian conflict in 1962, only
Chushul and Indus Valley sub-sectors “were

" connected with motorable road. The rest of the

important places were connected by mule tracks.
The following time and space chart shows the
difficulties in communlcation.

From To Distance Journey time
{kms) (in days)
Leh  Demchok 316 1% by veh
17 on foot
Leh  Chushul 176 1 (by veh)
9 (on foot)
Leh Karakoranm Fass 233 12 (on foot)
Leh  Tangtse 57 5 {on foot)
(via Changla)
Leh  Phohrang 137 7 (on foot)

(via Changla)

The distance frcz Leh to Manali was 3C0 ka over

rugged mounta.ns and it took nearly 16 days of
marching to complete the trek.

This assessment is contrary to one given by the
Atmy HQ. In one of 1its reviews, it has roted
that while the Chinese were unlikely to use force
to occupy 2TreEs they claim, yet they would
certalnly resist by force any atteppt on our peart
to retake our lcst areds. From Official Records.

From O0fficial Records.
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Ibid.

Lt General B.M. Kaul, the CGS5, in a note dated?%

“Decenber 1961 further elaborates that jr

intended to establish certain posts in Aksai Chis
and other areas of Ladakh, now held by thg
Chinese. It 1s thus clear that attempt was pg,
being made to recover lost territory throy '
setting up of these small flag posts, Frogn
Official Records. B

F

From Official Records.

Ibid.,

Ibid.
Ibid,

Ibid,

On 4 July 1962 a patrol of platoon strength led
by the Commanding Officer of 178 GR with 1 JCO &
35 Jawans established a post.' The post was
promptly surrounded by the Chinese 1n the
vicinity. From Official Records. _

From Official Records.

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid,
Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid,

Ibid. It has been maintained-that the threat ?ﬁf;
Ladakh was of two Regts plus (Total of 7 BUS)'.&L&
The first recce for citing of post at DEO wai%
undertaken in July 1960. Major S.S. Randhaw?d
assisted by Capt (now Lt Gen) RSR, Sshni ©
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~ Field Company, Engineers. The recce report
i recommended setting up of DBO post and also
{« development of a landing ground.  The landing
ground was at the height of 16,500 feet and the
first Packet aircraft landed there on 27 July
. 1962. The landing ground was declared to be fit
" for  emergencles only. Interview with Lt Gen

. D.S.R. Sahni conducted at Srinagar ~on
.72 September 1988. Also From Official Records.

" From Official Records,

" Ibid.

| Ibid.

Ibid. This wireless message received by brigade
at 2100 hrs caused some Cemporary confusion

which was cleared subsequently,

From Official Records.

From Official Records. The original letter on
'Forward Pollcy’™ had 1laid down that firing

';}-incident was to be avoided at all cost. When 2

restriction of this nature percolates down
through service channel it normally becomes even
more rigid. As the tensions Increased, the only
concession made was that troops were permitted to
fire in self defence.

Ibid,

The road to Chushul was completed by September
1962. )

Since all communications with Sirjap Company of
1/8 GR broke down in the initial phase of the
battle, the news of resistance and casualities
was 1initielly based on account glven by a young
soldier and "a junior non-commissioned officer.
From Official Records.

From Official Records.

The full dedtails of role played by Alr Force are
dealt with in a separate chapter dealing with it.

On 27 October 1962, Commander 114 Infantry
Brigade requested XV Corps to send additional
Lroops .to Chushul. The request was turned down
by the Corps Commander. Fron Official Records,

The Indians lacked reans to setiously interfere
with the Chinese build up.  Tae hang-over of

thf
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' Singh, the Brigade Major, 114 Intantry Bde, helqd
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earlier policy of not opening fire except in sclf
defence, was also a factor in Indian passivity,
Interview with Migor {later Major Gemeral) Jagijle

at Shimla, 01 October 1988,

From Official Records. The matter . of thyg -
attack, which would have certainly been ,
disaster, was not pursued further, probably Owing
to move of Lt Gen B.M. Kaul to IV Corps. It ig
indicative of the gap between reality on ground
in Ladakh and perception of CGS.

rom Official Records. Also, interview with Capt
{now Major) D.D. Saklani.

Ibid.

As early as 30 October 1962, the Corps Commander
XV Corps had informed the Western Command that he
had not ordered planning for withdrawal frop

Chushul only because of the effect this would

have on the morale of the defenders. Brig (later
General) T.N. Raina, 114 Bde Commander, had
however done the initial recce for re-siting ‘the
brigade at Dorbuk in Tangtse valley, TFrom °
Official Records. T

The troops on withdrawal from Forward positioﬁs _
occupied a line roughly in the area of Chushul
Village and Re-entrant. From Official Records. :

- ik = a—

From Official Records.

From Official Records. There were frantic
efforts to air lift pre-fab huts to Ladakh. Even
procurement of Artic tents proved difficult. As
late as 26 July 1962, Ordnance Branch wrote to
Kanpur Factory to enquire from trade the:
availabllity of Artic tents. There were obviou
lacunae in planning for fighting in- artic
conditions of Ladakh, where the men had b
perforce use ordinacy canvas tents, for livin
and survivings :

. e
From Official Records. Indicating the state ¢
affairs 1s a press telegramme from P.K, ROJ
correspondent of a Bombay daily !'Free Preﬁga
Journal', that was wmarked TOP. SECRET 2iCH
circulated by Intelligence Bureau to Ministryﬂqﬁ
Defence and External Affairs. The despat§
quoted rumours. circulating iIn Gangtok
Chinese concentration of 2 lac wen, e
artillery :(units that had taken parl .
bombarding =~ Quemoy and Matsu islands) q
specially : trained Guerilla Fighters
operations in NEFA jungles.

bt At ate Lot ata
s WA WAHR
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