8 Record of a Talk between the
Pmnister of In;it and Hr.Bulganiu

The following wers present:

Indias
Shri H.R. Pillai,
Shri X.P.8. Menon,
Shri S. Dutt.
USSR:

Mr. Andrei Gromyko,
Mr. M.A, Menshikov.

9 Prime Minister dp;nod the discussion by referring
| to the recent Poreign Ministers' Conference at Geneva,
He said India was not immediately concerned with the
subjects discussed at the Conference but we were all
concerned with the consequences. Ee would like to know
whether the optimism generated by the Summit Conference
at Geneva would now disappear and whether there is sny
} ‘ cause for pessimisa. |
' ,\;, o 1 l2. Mr. Krushchev, who spoke on behalf of the Soviet
. A,ldador-a, said that Moscow's forecasts about the Geneva
Conference had proved true. The four Heads of Governments
. when they met in Geneva expressed t./hoir intention to
lessen international tension. Each one of them, however,
did not wish it sincerely. That was the impression of
his collesgues and this impression has since been confirmed.
» - It is important to bear this in mind for a correct
o : evaluation of the results. He was going to talk frankly
B and hoped that the seeresy of the talks would be respeoted.
Sometimes truthful frankness worsens the situationm.
Prime Minister assured Mr. Krushchev that the discussions
would be frank and kept secret.
3. .Hr. ‘Erushchev said that the position of the British
Prime Jﬁmntor, Sir Anthony Eden, at the Summit Conferenc
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at Geneva was more suppls and sgreeable. His contribution
in the Soviet view was intended to lead to a better
understanding. Eden's opinion about Buropean security
approacshed the Soviet position. If other States had
agreed on the basis of the Eden suggestions some agreement

would have been possible. The Prench delegates at Geneva

~ {summit oonference) ‘mprtned the Soviet delegation with
‘heving taken a strangs position. Thers were two Frenoh
represéntatives: Faure and Pinay, but there were four
PFrench opiniens; the two French leaders differed batween
thenmgelves, MNr, Faure took a more positive attituds but
his position within the Jovernment was not so stable.
They, Mr. Krushehev sontinued, used to admire the
‘greatmess of France and they wished the Prench position
wers stronger. The attitude of the United States to
France was almost insulting. Neither does Great Britain
any longer respect France., The Soviet impression was
that the unity among the three Western countries was only
on the surface} it was not deep. The Soviet view was
that Pinay was roaction&ry.
"We always respected Eisenhower as a commander of

the Buropean foreces during the last war. His relations
with sur Military Commanders were sincere. Eisenhower

4088 not want war snd wants to lessen intermational temsion.

¥e ocannot, however, say the same of Dulles. It nqum&
great efforts to make him even dine with us. Seated next
to me at the dinner table he had to talk with a smile
but I could see that it was aifficult for him, Dulles

- will remain resctionary. He told me that he was a member

of the Intermational Cenference to Denounce War as a Means
of ‘Settling Imtermational Issues held in 1907. Nothing
same out of that eonference and nothing will eoms out of
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e ‘ : any such conferense so long as Pulles remains in polities,”
ERS BTN _ ~ ¥p. Krushehev said, ..
B ; 4. - The main objeative of the Western Powers was to
1 ' settle the German :umb. The talks at Geneva (summit
Tain e o ' ceomference) mainly m.d on the German issue.- Wasther
o at dianer table or elsewhers. The talks at the main o
FAREY 5 - sonfersnces were mralga formal but most of the irportant
(VB ] ' dissussions took plu.*tb informal gatherings. ﬁulln ; .
~ iy if_ | wanted to prove &at Western Powers eoculd not noioth.to
] * with the Soviet Union execept from a position of strength.
Bt ' ‘~ / The Western attitude was that Germanmy should be armed and
' | that M§eﬂsmm sntry into NATO was a prerequisite $o any
YA ,‘ : negotiations with the Boviet Union. The Russian views - .
‘ were ;xpgouod in their speeches and in the doeuments
S » ‘presented at the Conference.
STTINE , 5; - AfSer & good deal of discussion the agenda was
Cuin i ultimately agreed upon. The German question held up the
| 1' , progress of the discussions for some time. The Soviet

w -~ delegatiom firmly stated their position on the German
‘ issue and made it clear that they would not move further.
The meetings becams warmer and seven hours were taken in
4 : Mux\; on the direotives to the Foreign Ministers. The

2w Eussians suggested: 1. European Security; 2, The German
b Question; 3. Disarmament, and 4. East-West Contaet.
£ | " The Westerm Powers placed the German question first. The
’ ‘Soviet delegation made it clear that they would rather
w3 , B8O back to Moseow than agree %0 this suggession. They
D ‘ » : told the Premoh dslegation that if Prance wanted to
i » fight Germany once more they sould do so. The USSR was
» not willing to take that risk. It knew teo well waat
B the Germany aia to their people during the last swo wars.
vy | : " The talks were held up for some time because President
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Elsenhowsr said that the documents wers mot in order,

Ultimately the dosuments were aecsepted in the form in waich
they wers presented.

6. 1n order not toileave any doubt about the Soviet

position they published Mr, Bulganin's statement at the

Confsrence in a formal dosument, Mr. Krushchev also

“statedihis position at Berlin om his way back from Genewai f
 The statement of Mr. Bulganin was put forward as the Soviet

position at the recent Foreign Ministers Conference at
Geneva. | ; ‘
7. The following is the Soviet positien. The Soviet:
Union would never agree to Germany being reunified and ..
a reunified Uermany joining NATO, NATO is directed against
the Soviet Union md'thc Esst Buropean demoorsacies and
the USSR would not agres to anything which would
strmthuz( REATO, 1If Vest Germany joined NATO, why should:
the USSR assist East Germany also to do the same? The
Soviet Union insisted that the important question wis
Buropean ssourity. The German issue was only a "partial
qxu:tioﬁ". If the Western Powers and the United Statss
wished &b. msttle the European sesurity problem, the.
problem could easily be solved without German issue being
brought into it. Several alternatives werse put forward =
by the Soviet delegation at Gsneva. Either there should
be an mt bekween the NATO Fowers and the Warsaw
Past Powers, Vest Germany being a member of NATO amd .
East Germany of the Warsaw Pact. This was suggested by
the Soviet delegation at the Bummit Conference. If in
the Wastern view that would amount to resognition of

'East Germany thers sould be, in place of an agreement

besween all these poweérs, an sgreement betwesn the: NATO
group as a whole and the Warsaw Pact group. That might
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not amount to recognition of Bast Germany. In the first

case even Spain might join in the security arrangements,
In the second case the agreement would be signed by the
two organiszsations as such.

A third alternative would be for West and East
Germany not to partigipate in the European security
arrangenent, To this the Western Powers would not at all
agree..

2. Sir Anthony Eden suggested that in order to ensure

‘security of the U.S5.8.R., the United Kingdom, the United

States, France and Germany would guarantee Soviet security.
The Russians refused this suggestion with a protest, The
proposal was humiliating to the Soviet Union as though

Soviet seourisy depended on the other powers. "We can

defend our seourity. We do not want our security to be
guaranteed by others,” said Mr. Krushohev. Eden said that
if such a guarantee were to be offered to Great Britain
she would not refuse it, The Russian reply was that it was
up to Great Britain to deoclde what it should do.

3 The Western wish was obvicusly $o strengthen ita
own blos. The Bms:ltﬁa suggested that the Germans should
“tth their oum issue md.ror this purpose create an e
organ which would unite them. In any arrangement it was
important to ses that the soccial achievements in East
Germany were preserved. An all-German Counail should
first be greatedand thersalter everything would depend on
the Germans themselves., The Soviet Union offered to
withdraw ’thoir» troops from Germany if the Western Powers
would withdraw theirs. This was not agreed to.

lo. The Western Powers now wish to inorease the
temperature again. This, however, was not possible.
Peaopls 4o not want war. Dulles spoke in the old way afted

‘the Geneva (onference, but the American people did not
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support him, and he had to change his tone. He says one.
thing bat means amother. There may be an increass in
Swnsion for seme time but there can be no return to ¢old
wair, * The Boviet Union would not give them a chance. The
sentiments of the hnﬁ*nn people were against the
mmo of the eold war. In the fortheoming

maidwatial election in the United States the main slcgm"‘"";?};

will be: "Vho will preserve peace?" Mr. Dulles would .iél
have to talk of peaceful negotiations,

". Proceeding Mr. Krushchev referred to Soviet
performances. They aschieved an agreement with Austria

which is working well, Good relations have been established

with Yugeslavia. The Soviet base on Finnish soil had been

" 1iquidated and the Soviet-Fianish Treaty of Priendship

hes besn extended., (This was done after the Summit
Gonference). Diplomstic relations have been ¢ stablished
with West Germany., The Soviet armed forces have been |
reduced by 640,000 and the troops withdrawn from Finland
have been demobilized., Rusaia 1s ready to reduce her
drmed forses even further if the Western Powers would
reduce theirs. The Russian 1udm$?£’:d a meoting with
the Prime Minister of Norway who is at the moment in the
Soviet Union, They have good relations with Norway
although that country is a member of the NATO. A meeting
with the Prime Minister of Sweden has been arranged in
April., Denmark snd Iceland are small sountries, Sut the
relations with them are not bad. With Prmi Soviet
relations are neither good nor bad. The Government of
France eannot afford to take a strong position and there-
fors are blaming the USSR,
Kstan

I2, The Soviet Union supporved Cxeshoslovakiay they

had an agreement with Nassar in Egypt. This in the Soviet
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- view is a good step.. The Western Powers wanted %o oreate

A sitaation in which the Arab states could be foreed with
the help of the United Ssates. The Arab states are now
abls to take their own position and thereby. the position
of 8hese in favowr of pease is strengthensd. The Arabs

. &9 an old people, cultured, but are being pressed by a

small sountry like Israel. This muast be prevented. "!hat
1s the resson why the é~"aoviot Union supported the Arad |
states.,

3. The Sov 10?0&1& was not happy about Brita.in'c
support to the Baghdad Pset and Iran. Iran started well
but has now been won over,

‘ 4. Buch in brief, Mr, Krushohev said, is the situation.
In the Soviet view "the situation of war" has not increased.
This is how they nﬁu the situation. In the scsles of

‘war and peace the pemse soales are heavier. People do not

want war., The Western Powers think that Germany would be
their main card in a future war. The United Kingdom and
the United States do not want to fight another war.
Bermans ﬁ;cnolvu have not forgotten what war means.

/15 The Prime Minister cnqﬁirod whether the Soviet
Government envisaged unification of the two Germanys at :
any time, Mr, Km.hchlv' s reply was that it was diffiecult |
$0 say snything now because this would depend on the steps
to be taken by both sides. The Prime l!&.nht:;(hxtothor
if satisfaction on European security could be given that
would lead to unification of Germany. Mr. Krushchev said
Prance does not like Garmany to be united. The Britilhv

also were not keen on unification., The U.8, wanted

unification at the cost of liquidation of East Germany.

France was afraid of Germany but does not want to
say so. She therefore throws the blame on the Soviet
Union.. The British are clever. They show as if they are
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Ry ‘ i ?, keen on unification withous inmtending it. "We aoﬁ:@d&t.'
a0 ] ) aata M, Krushohev, "that the unification of Germany on the

Lowidd ﬁ o Western basis is not feasible. Whether it is possible in

L ‘ ? 1 ~ future is very ditriaﬁle to say. The situation may

G : 3 develop as in a game of oards. We are, however, keen on .
C ‘ | 24 the prtsorvatiaa of sooial achievements in East Gornany;'

(The talks were Lﬁtcrruptod at this stage because

_ the visitors had to leave for the Civie Reception)
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