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Your Excellencies and dear frienus,
I am grateful to the Chc-...irmanof the

SU1Jl erne Sovi et of the Uzbeki s ten hepubli c for the

verJ kin~ sentimsnts which she has e~resBed. I am
ale gl'Ctt eful, for t he wc,rmfri eni ship an d hoepi tali ty

which you have extended to me.

During the last two weeks, I have travelJe d

much in the Soviet Union. where_ver I we~, I met

with overwhelming lei ni ness on the part of all sections

of Ih,oP~. I haye formed a number cf impressions vhic h

I muat EO rt out at Le l ai r e, The f or emoat amongst my

imJ;lessione it: the grandeur of the progress which the
Soviet Union has made in so short a span as 4 decades. This
progress has veen the more remorkabJe in the Central Asian

Re~ublics becbuse of their conaition, 40 years ago.

Yesterday I can.e away from Stalinabad, a fine monern city,

l.,.{J which, I was told, was .just a little village, w l t h a

singl e street lamp, ;li t with kerosene oil, before the

Revolution. Tas~t and Sa~arkand, too, have grown out of

recogni ti on. It wouLd not be too much to say that many

parts of Central Asia hove, during the last 40 yeajs,
leapt from the roedl.vel,ez., L' +];6 pll,3 i' 'J &, age to the,

mouern period ••

Thi s t r an s ro rmat I on of Sovi et Central Asi a

has a. special .t&U significance for c ount.r I es Mko miaue

which are atill underdevelop~. Our GOVErnment realises
tha t they cannot wai t for t he slow and gr-auun L eli sappearance

<~ of such evils Eta poverty, illiteracy, ignorance and disease.

\f ;K~_l:t~JlThese require rad.ical t rea.tmerrt , ~-zhu'=he.u aohie.M

t'\J"I.·v'\ ~- .rtn=-tkre ievi at Yl3i 6:ft-J!:U;: r r.vid'd Mt iBi¥=I88!'fl'-41Nd!: _ .
~. r-, -.- --1 (..~~l-ltu.,~t.~c.f- r'f?rJ(,~I~:e.;v'-i- JVV,*vl ~
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vital sectors, lIllchas steel, oil,economy. In many-

machin e--builuin g and pharmaleutieals, Indi a p has had

the b6nefi t of (he advice and assistance of the Sovi et
~/'1->\/-tJ i .

nXU~I%urr:8Bt; aa:i Indian and Soviet t aenn Clans

have been cooperating ~Tut1:re-"" The range and

scale of such cooperation will 'be far greater in our

next Fiye Year Plan, which will be decisive for India's

future; and I have no doubt that the Soviet Government

will extend its sympathy and help in ample measure

to the execution of this Pl~9
Yesterday I had the pleasure of visiting a city

whi ch always had a. certain fascination for me, Sama.r.kand.

There, as elsewhere in the Soviet Union, I noticed vith

what reverent care you haye been renovating ancient

bui LcLn88, excavat ing old rui na and preserving ,your

cultural heritage. Between India and Uzbekt st an , there

have been contacts of yarious kinds from time immemorial.,....•
{ In4ian history, written by :foreigners, used toetep1ot

Tlmur sim.~.lYas a storm which blew OTer India, a.etro.} ing

.!Buell &£t(1 c-r,e-ating nothing. When one comes to Timurt s

'-cap,it.a.l. howeTer, one appreciates that he was more tha:n

a mere eonqt:tero r. Let 1'&8 &-180~recall ",.tt:a tlRliU.lit .do:
f.-" ~,

,~.~ •••• :re, that it was from :id Ferghana that .Baber, the

,ltlourwer of the l'Ioghul Empire, went to Ind.ia and. fo unced a

t.xul.¥-.l~ dyna.sty, which ..has few parelleliin the
. '

history of ma.nki~¥for the humani ty and urbani ty which it
cii splayed and the )t.mperl s hab Le works of art,~ as the

Taj Mahal, which' it h,a.a.-left ·:h~l..·1·n"j Unfort t 1uo-.u u.e unE; e ,j'

, "
, 1-,

during the last 3 centuries our relations ceased ana we

almost became strangers to 0ach th-:1 ~~ 0 ~ aOW, our relations
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~th uzbekistan ana, indeed, with the entire Soviet

Union, have entered a new phase. There haTe been exchange

of visi ts b tween your leaders, artistes, singt.rs,

canc er s and writers, and ours. All this has increased

tria mutual esteem which we feel forfeach other and our
I

commonuesi re for peace. wllereever I traTell eel in the

Sovi t Union, I noticed the people's horror of war and
L

yearning for peaceq I aleo noticed hoJtaithful your
~

Government and, in particular, Mr. KhrushcheT, whom

we had the honour of welcoming to India twice, reflect

ana -1mplEh,ent the peace.-lo,ing sentiment B of the SOTiet

people •• Mr. KhrushcheT has been as untiring in hi s quest

for peace as my own Pi ime Minister, J'awuarlaJ. oS :Nehru..

Let us hope and pray that their efforts and the efforts
,t Ii·' , . ~

of &11men ofpeaceimay, sooner or later -~ sooner
/

rather than later -- be crowned with success.

I now pr cj.oae a toaat, to the health of our gracious

host eae , t La Chairman of the SuprElDESovi et of the

Republic of Uzbekl stan, to t i.e l'urther pro*,rea. and

prosperity of the people of tile Soviet Union and to the

ever-lasting fri endslJip between our two count rf eS
9
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