Your Lxcellencies and dear friends,

I am grateful to the Chairman of the
Supreme Soviet of the Ugbekietan nepublic for the
ver, kinu sentiments which she has expressed. 1 am
ale grateful for the werm friem ship and hospitalily
which you have extended to me.

Lburing the last two weeks, I have travelle d
much in the Soviet Union. Wwheresver I wemt, I met
with overwhelming kiminess on the part of all sections
of p.ople, I have formed a number o impressions which
I must sort out at leimire, The foremost amongst my
impressions ic the grandeur of the progress which the
Soviet Union hes made in so short a spun as 4 decades, This
progress hes cveen the more rem:zxrkable in the Central Asian
hepublics becwuse of their condition; 40 years ago,.

Yesterday I cur.e away from Stalinsbad, a fine moaern city,

L which, I was told, was just a little village, with a

~~

singl e street lamp, ilit with kerosene oil, before the
Revolution., Tashint and Samarkand, too, have grown out of
Trecognition, It would not be too much to sey that many
parts of Central Asia h:ve, during the last 40 yea: s,
leapt from the medidvel, .
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This transtormztion of Soviet Central Asia
hes o specizl gmx significance for countri es Ee—e
which are still underdevelopel. Cur Government realisesg
that they cannot wait for the slow and graausl dissppearaznce

of such evils asg poverty, illiteracy, ignorance and di sease,

These require raaical treatment,
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economy, In many vital sectors, such as steel, oil,
machine-builuing and pharméhuticals. India gx has had

the benefit of ‘he advice and assistance of the Soviet

2 fos, b
- ﬁniuxf?eﬁ;éhiﬁﬂt; and Indian and Soviet technicians
: \

Ot ~ '\ have been cooperating/i&kﬂ~brcthers, The range and
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scale of such cooperstion will be far greater in our
next Five Year Plan, which will be decisive for India's

future; and I have no doubt thst the Soviet Government
L will extend its sympathy and help in ample measure

to the execution of this Plan,

Yesterday I had the pleasure of visiting a city
which always had & certain fascination for me, Sumarkand,
There, as elsewhere in the Soviet Union, I noticed i th

what reverent care you have been renovating ancient

builuings, excavaeting old ruing asnd preserving ,our

culturel heritzge, Retween India and Uzbekistan, there

lieve been contacts of warious kinds from time immemorial,
1+ el

{ Indian history, written by foreigners, used to depict

Mimur simply a8 a storm which blew over India, destro,ing

much arnd creating nothing, When one comes to Timur'sg

~-capital, however, one appricistes that he was more than
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Pebopue, Liut it was from Xx% Ferghana thét:ﬁabei;“the

Founaer of the sloghul Empire, went to Indig snd founded g

!L,.[;Isnf:;;\ truly Indien Aynasty, wirich has few varelieliin the
Ly | »@iv, history of mankinds for the humanity and urbanity which it
displayed and tre }mperishable works of art,ewek as the

Taj Mahal, which it has left behind. Unfortunstel,,

during the last 3 centuries our relations ceased ang we

almo st became strangers to each otherf Now, our relations



T
with Uzbekistan and, indeed, with the entire Soviet

Union, have entered a new phase, There have been exchange
of visits b tween your leaders, artistes, singcrs,
gancers and writers, and ours,. All this has increased
the mutual esteem which we feel for@ach other and our
common cesire for peace, Wherecver I travelled in the

oovi:-t Union, I noticed the people's horror of war and

i,
yearning for peace, I also noticed hodfaithful your

Govermment and, in particular, Mr. Khrushchev, whom

we had the honour of welcoming to India twice, reflect
and implerent the peace~loving sentiments of the Soviet
people, Mr. Khrushchev has been as untiring in his quest
for peace as my own P.ime Minister, Jawskarlal % Nehru,
Let us hope and pray tbgt their gfforts and the efforts
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of ail men ofpeacq/may. sooner or later =- sooner

/
rather than later -~ be crowned wvith success,
I now propose 8 tosst to the health of our gracious

hostess, tlie Chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the

Republic of Uzbekistan, to t.e further progrexs and

prosperity of the people of tue Soviet Union and to the

éver-lasting friends.ip between our two countries,
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