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lote on ooaveraat1ona between tha Prtae
M1».l.ter ot Ia41a aa4 1Ir. A.I. Mikol_,
lir.t Dep."1 Prea1ar of .••• U.S.S.ll. till
the Pr1:a. 8lai.tar'. Hou•• OIl IIarohz1,
19", at 2.'5 p.~-
Al,o W.'Bt:

U,S,I,R, 1. ar. S.R. Baahi40Y
;

2, . 1Ir. •• A. .eaah1ltOY

3. An Interpreter.
1. Shri 1.1. Pilla1
2• Shr1 Ua1l1, tn"eX"»retor.

-
At the Pr1lla Mulat.r'. reque.t, Jlr. lI1ko7u

.polto about tae work of tllle fw~tletil Coaara... B.

aa14tltat the pro••• 41q. .f the .pea •••• loa of

the eoncr ••• whlolllut ••• 1x ..., ••• M••

publlua4, n.a the ottl01al Pl'O~ •••• oyer. the

Coqre.. w••. t into a 01••• 4 •••• 1oa at whi_ oal1

•• lesa"'. t. the Ooacre•••• re pre••• t. !1le

qu•• tl0 •• 41••ua••• at the 010••••••• 1••• e"

ooaoo~4 wlth 'h. cult ot personall"" iRvolv1ag
a 01"1110&1 &»&11.1a ot the ••••••• whioh took .plaoe

tro. th. ••• ih of Lena t. the ••• tll ot Stalia.

!rhe report _bal tt.4 to the COD,Cre•• bl Mr.

JlLr\18hoh•.•..waa a taotual .ae anA was ••••• 0Jl behalt

ot the a_tral 0••• 1tt.e. It waa not thoU&ht

proper "0 e1.•.•public it, elther to the "Jort or
to the t1.cu ••1ou which took plao., lJut 1Ir.

K1ko,an was prepared to le1; th. Pr1ae Minlster

ha....ooat14ent1~1¥ a bri.f a\J_arl of the

proo••41qa.
2, !he p.rl0. at".r LeD1BaiPt De41Y14e.

11110•• pha••• , the tlrat ,.. •• o••.•riDe alNnlt

".a 7eare ~.41a't.ly after Leaia·. '.atil. au. the

a.oonel, 'the auba.quellt p.rloel 'to the t1ae of Stal.1a'.
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death. ~fore Lenin 108t hi. capac1ti tor .peech,
he had wrltten some letter. 10 which he had
warned the Party 8&a1Jlat a apl1t. Th••• letters

had bean brought ioihe aotloe of the Congress at
that t1ae t and Mr. M1ko7&n hiaaelt waa preseat

on the oec•.•lon. Tha pr1nclpal 'th1ni that w••

mentioned in thea. lettera waa that St&1in should

be reaoved ira, the Secretar,ahlp of the Part,.

Lena adJl1 tted the abili tl of both Stalin and

Trotalq, but, he sald, Trotalq was 1deolo&1oally
unreliable. Stalin wasgo04, but waa rude 8lld

41a101&1 to hi. colleapea. The.e .ere crave

deteota in a man who held the poat of Seoretar,r
to the Partl J the laculibe.t ot that post waa

expeoted to p08se •• in abundanoe the qualit1e. of
patlenoe and politeneas. Lenin dld not .antlon
111 the•• l~tt.r. whoahould take S1:&1111'a plaoe

aa 8eoretarl. He only aai4 that ao•• oae al ••

eould .e i'OWld.

J. Mr. K1kollU1.ent on to 8&l that atter Len1D.t•

death the Party found 1t dift1cult to t1n4 for tha
po.t of Seoretarl a man with Stalin'. abl11t1 ~t
wi thout hi. clefeota. Tro1:alq waa clearl.Y unaooept-

able. Stalin, who had b.en tolel about the Mvere
oritici ••s of hla, decar.d that he would take into

account what had been ealel about his ahorteoa1rl«a u4

proJlli..e" to cOActU" h1aael:f' 1n a JDaJUler wOrihl of

his poet. DQr1q the t1rat ten 1'-.re o~ hie

Secretarysh1p, Stalin oo.n:toraed to the acoepted

norma o:f' behavlo1lr. The tirat au Teare of thi.

perl04 was • period of struggle in defence ot
Lenin'. prinoipl... In that ldlOlo&1eal struaale
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Trotalq and l1u.khar1n .ere 'beaten, but no repr1sal •

•• re taken apiast thea. l'rotak1 waa deported to

AlIIa Ata, but that was aot an ex're., fora of

r.epriaal.

4. After the f1rst ten yeara, Dl which t1ae
all oppoai1:ioa had been overcoat 5ta1111 a't&rted
a reBtae of 'error. Hia ~ssoc1ate.thought that
this was wholly unneoesBary. The first five ¥ear
plan had 'been successfully oarried out, an4
SOcia11 •• was be1n& tirml¥ ,.tailish.d. In such
circumstanc.s, the trials and the proa.cutloa. which
took plaoe .ere wh01lJ annece.sarT. It was true
that violenoe was u.ed 1n the t1•• of Le.tL1n alao.

But that was at the beg1nn1D&of 'he nvolu1:10DAr¥

.ov••• nt and was uaed 111 cleteno. against external
attack. The in1tiative in the us. of violence
e••• froa othera, and.hil. ~1n reta11at.4 w1th
Y1olenoe, he atopped it OIl hi•• 14e wh•• he tound
that the further u.e or v101enoe was DO longer
nec.saarl. !he terrorist .ethod. adopted bl StaltD
atter 1934 were wholly unJustif1ed. ae e.•.ell applied

the •• extr •••• ethode aga1Jlst .en who •• 10Talt1 to
tbe Party was v.n.40ubted. Seour1t7 organisations

.ere 'built up 'by Stal1D and 8iy.n overallaut1'1orit7.

with "he result that theT began to terrori ••
innoeent and 101al people. Stalin could not e.cape

r••pona1b111ty tor the.e acta. Even 111 Stalia'.
t1aa the" waea f••llns that th1age .ere not all

r1pt. llut the docuae.t. that .ere produced at

the pro ••out1on ot the conAeJUl.4 peop18 oontaine'
tull ev14ence to prove th8ir p11t. Th1a evida.ee,

conclusiv. aa 1t was, was alao aupport•• 'b7

-,
\' \
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coates.iona made by the accu ••d th••••lv... necent
examination ot the arch1v •• , how.ver, baa shown that

the charg•• sade and proved at the tt.•••re tal.e.
Aa a cons.quence the naa.. of people 1Ut~u..tly

conde.ed had to be rehabilitated.. lor all thia,

Stalin was 801ely responsible.

5. The principle of coll.ctiv. guidanoe whioh
even before the war was beginning to be 19nored
oompletely disappeared after the end of the war.
The ;pre88 then began to 118.1 that all that was done

in the Soviet Union had. been done by StaUn, and
this enoour&&edstalin to gO hi. own w&¥ aore

determ1De411. He completell linor.4 and pushe.
aa14e everlone else in the Gover.na8nt. He took
extra •• eawr8. against an.fone who critioi.ed hia.
Soae of hi. clo••st a8.oc1ate. committ.d 8ui014e.
80ae were arrested. others .ere openly at~acked
b7 Stalin and deprived of authoritl either
permanently or tor a temporary period. Only the
CQngresa had authority toaanotion auch atepa, but
for 13 'years rwminB Stalin did not convene the

Congress. Lenin alw81s did 80, even at the tiae ot
the civil war. Stalin'. oolleague. did not ins1at
on the Congre•• b81n& called duri~ the war; arter

the war thel deaan~ed the eODven!n& ot the Consre88,
but it was not until 1952 that Stalin comp1184w1th
their 4eman4. Suoh indiv1dual •• thode of Nl1n6

the country aho•• d the dansera ot the cult of

peraoD.alitl.

6. When Germ&n7 attacked the Soviet Union in
1941, experienced SOv18t Geaerala and .da1n1atratora
had b.en liquidated 1»1S'tal1n. The lack of Rcoe ••
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of Rlt8e1an am. in the early part of the war wa.

801-11 aus to th18 tact and could 8.8111 ha•• been
avo1d.. 1f Stalin ha4 not liqu1clated the top Generala

betore the war. Purtheraore, preparationa tor aetence

could have been taken earller than thel aowally .ere,

'but .ere n&&1801e4 'by stal1n. The industrial

potential of the country Justifled quioker and
better preparation. l3ut Stalu cte.lt wi "h this

_tter per soaal 13, w1thout oona\ll11nc &rqoae el •• ,

and waa oomplaoen1. B. also ••.4. the aiatake of

ihiDld.D& that GeJ"JllU11 would noi stan a war thoueh

others knew ahe would. Stalin was clever, of
covs., but he thought that GeJ'llU¥woul4 not

at1aok the Soviet Union betore abe had 4eteate.
tha U.l ta. Xi.ncdoa. Sir Stattord Crippa. under

in.truciiou troa Sir WinstonChurohUl, told the

Soviet GoverDaeD1 two aOAths 'betore the Gel'm:J n

attaok took place that auoh an attaok was in
oontemplation. :But 3tal1.D took the vi_ that the

UKwas .erel1 finding ao.e exou.e to get the
Soviet Union to enter the war asa1Dat GermaDT.
The Sov1et Militar¥ ~ttach.1n Berltn alao warned
a«atnat an iapend1zl& German attaok, but S'tal.1n

did not believe thl. report, thinkiDB that his
Ml11tar,J Attach. had been mialed bl fore16n &&enta.
A cla,-betore the German attack took plaoa, a
Gel'BUUl801d18rcalle over the 11ua to the bas1a.

aad warned the. tb.a t war would atart the follow-

186 4&1. Thia, too, waa 41s"l1e ••4.

1. So tha1 wh.n the attack: 41d co•• the Rus.1ua

were wholly unpx-.pared. The1r planea were atl11

on the around and .ere eaay targets tor the en•.,.
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Death and destruct10n followed on an unprece4eated
6cale. But tor Stalin'. oapr1c1ouane •• and 41areaard
of d.-oeratic .ethods all th1a oould have been avoided.

8. The lermans were at last halted and. then thrown

back. At that ttae Stalin d14 not l1sten to h1a
adv1.ers and usisted on the Sov1.t ara.J 'break1n&

thro~h every l1J1e,ti&ht1n& it 8 wrq throU&hevert

villa,_ and town, thus hav1l.lti to uk. enormoua

sacrif1oes. Soviet soldiers were coapelled to -.rob
to oertain death. !he younaer General. had by thea
developed experienoa and proved their capacitj.
Stalin eould have l1stened to their aclvice and

a t tacked the Ge1"Jl8n8 trom the flank.

9. Stalin 414 aaay good th1D&a. but co.-itte • ...,
errora too. He d14 not want war, but 07 the

oontemptuous manner he &s.uaed towar4. other people
aad other utiona he gave the iapresalon that he

de.ired war, and to 80.. extent thi. helped 0014
war propaganda 1n the US. It had taken the 5ov1et

Unoll three ,ears to oonv1D.oethe world that thel

atood tor peaoe.

10. Why di4 the Central Committ.e place all thia
betor. the Coqres.? Acoording to Lell1n, it
was their dutl to report all euch matters to the
supre •• authority, which was the Oonare.a. It
the Central Coam1tt •• had Dot done ao, the, would
have 008.1 tied a grave error an4would have •• en

.erioualy alaunderstood.

11. In the history of the Party writte so•• t1••

860 J Stal1n was extolled and othera oondemned to

oblivion. It alao gave th. aprea.1on that the
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)opulariil of tenin was W&Aing. The history would
now bW,completel¥ re-wrltten trom an o_Jectlve po1at
of view for th& btinefl't of future s.~.ratloD.. But
the _in thing now wa.s that the Party 8hou~c1 know

that thi. aort of thiDg would Dot .e allo.e4 to
happen again and that Lenin'. de.oeratic central i_

would be tully ob.erved in practice.

12. Stalin had centraliae' the State to an undue
ext8nt, &6a1.nat L("nin.'. advice. fhis .eakened the
power of the conat1taent re~ub11c.. The Sov1et
Governaent was DOW chaA&1n8 all this. Some oentral
.iniatrite ha4 been aboliahed, and their tunot1oAa
re-tranat.rred to, the republica. At the •• e t1lle

the Soviet Gover.naent had undertaken a prosr-.
of .ea_rea to improve the atan4ard of liVing, by

•• ana of hlghfir wag.a, ahorter hour., speclal
benefit., eto. All thi. must be well-known to
the Fri.. Minister of Indla.

13. The eonere •• gave 1ta approval to Mr.

Khruahche.'. "port. The report had not ow.a
pUb11ahed, but cop1•• had Hen e1Ten to all __ Hrs

and auat have b.en read D7 a very large nusber of

people. The outer world woulcl &et to know the
etetails of what had taken place froa the reTi •••

text book. whlch would shortly be published. !h.
SOTlet Govermaent believed that the ateps taken 8'

tho would lead to greater strength. Under a

lNreaucrat1c "&1ae, such as was pract1sed in

Stalin'. t1me, the capaol t¥ of workers could. aot

be Judged properly. Already good results had
follo •• a upon 'tha •••. aur•• taken la1 the Sov1et

Gov.rnaent. aore e.pec1ally ••ongst the
1ntelll,entsia.

-----------_ ..._---_ .... _-
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14. The Prime Mini&er enquired whether it was
as a result of Stalin'. personal polloI that the
agreement of 1939 b.~.e.n the Soviet Union and Nazi
Ger.tl1tUl¥ was conclu.'d. To Jl&JLY p.ople 'ihis oam. a1;

the ~1a. as a surprise, as it was 1nconsi.tent with
the Soviet Goyernaent's ogpoelt1on to las1 policy •

.Mr. Mikol'all aaid that 1;hia was 4u.. to the -s111,
behaviour" of the :arit1sh and the Frenoh on lhe eYe

of the Soyiet Gov.rum.ntte negotiationa with aera&Q1.
The Soviet GoY.maat knew, of cour••• that lasi_

was their enemy. but when practioal. a.aaure. tor

collective military action were discus ••d, the British
and the French only oftered a ••• 11 nuab.r of d1Y1a10 ••
and Poland made 1t olear that ahe dld not want the

Soviet a.rmy to go through her terri tory. The

practioal position, therefore, was that the other
nations concern6d wanted the Soviet Union alone to
tight Germa.tl1. The Soviet Union was qa1nst war,

but because of Its dislik. ot GermaD1 1t was 1n favour
of a oollect1ve defence arrange •• nt w1th the Brit1ah
and the French. The attitude of th••• two oountri •• ,
however. made it 1Ilpoaalble tor theSoviet Un10n to
continue to depend on their aup.port.

15. Germ&nJ then stepped in with the otter of a
pact of nOn-&6&ra881on on oondition that the Soyiet
Union remained neutral. The Sov1et Govemae.t then

knew that Germ&111 would not attack the U.I.S.:a. tor

two or three lears, and in th1 s the1 were proTect

correot Dy later e",ents.

16. It could not be sa1d therefore that for the
&;Ire-.t with Germ&D3 Stalin alone was re.ponsi'ble.
It waa a colleotive cl$c181on. The British 414 net
appear to take th_ a_sot1at10ns w1~h the Soviet
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Union .eriously. Their delegation conei.ted o~
a "-101' officer (Mr. StI8lll.g) trom the lPore1p

Offlce and a little known GentJral, whereas the
Soviet Union was represented at thtt negotiation. D7
80 •• of ita tOpilOBt .en. It the British bad
approached the Soviet Governaent 1:na "JJOre decent

wq" the Sovlet Govemllant would have ~.cl clown

the Ge1"ll1al1 offer.

17. The Prime Minister &sked what was to be done
to preyent a man of great abilit7 in high position
from progressively asswaing all power8. Mr. M1ko7&n
rep11ed that in Stalin'. oa.. this had 'been a gradual

prooess. Tho principal aulat1 of Sov1et leadere now

waa to exolude all wcb pos.lbl1itie8 tor the tuture.
Thi. thaT de.ired to enaure (1) 1)y the striot application
1.npraotice of tenin's democratic pr1Ao1ples (2) "
compliance with the provisiOJls ot the Const! tutl0D

(3) b7 preventing oourts trom aasua1ng powers not

granted b7 t;he Consti tut1011 (.•.) b1' resort to deao-

cratiaatlon and deoentralisation and. (5) b¥ 'the

abolition of all a.ourlty organiaations. Ber1a and
hi. staft' had been 40ne away wlth. The 01111 "repr1aal"

that the Soviet Government had takendter Stalin'.

death was the exeoution o~ Beria and &oaeof lI1s

.ssociate. who had adopte4 polioe .ethods abhorrent
to the people. There was now an upeurge of deaoeratle

f••ling 'UlroUShout the Sov1et Union, and no reprieals

ot this kind would take place in the future.

18. The Frae Min1ater asked whether apart fro. the

oult of personality any bas10 chang •• in policy .ere
adopte4 in the fwentieth COJ1&r.... Be ad4e4 that h.

notioed that cre.ter ••phasia had b••• plac.d on
violenoe Dot alwqs De1ngneo.saar7, 'that i8 to .."
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that ohaJ.\8.. could b. brought about 87 peacetuJ.
.eana. lfr. Mikol&n said. that the COJIIDUDlat Pari, of

the Soviet Union Delieved that violenoe aight be
neee.sarl 1n 8•• instances, as the ~1.to17of their

own .eve ••nt ahowed. But thel alao recogni ••d
that violence was Dot nece.aarl in oertain oth.r

, a1tuations. lor 1na'ta.nee, Len1Jl W.8 tor viol.noe

before the Febru&r,J revolution, atter that h. ..004
for non-violence. !o put 1~ abort11 , the Cc.mua1st
Party of the Soviet Union would prefer peacetul
•• thods 'but would regard. v101eace •• a.etilles

uaavo1dabl.. To ••• t a situation oau ••4 ., 1Dteraal
torc ••• violence should not be nec ••aarl.
19. ~he .Pr1ae Mini.ter 'then au.d.wheth.r 1t w.s

now accepted that oban&e. oould .••• brought about 'b7

,parllalumtary and other ~ao.tul .ethocls. Mr. MUo,••

a~r••d that th1. was the po81t10n, and aa14 ~t 'baa1JJ&
thea.elves upon Marx an4Lenin the CommunistPart,. ot

the Soviet Unlon had 1tae1f preYed the e:ttlo&07 of non-

violeAoe. The Prta. Mln1.'er then enquired whether
it wascorrect that the C0Dgr8.8 alao recop1.eel

that there .ere 41fterent wa'8 to aoc1al1_. 1Ir.

Jlik07&n 8&1d that Lenin hiaaelt ba4 torecaat that

the approaoh to Soclall_ in cOWltr1e. other thaD.

the Soviet Unlon such aa Oh1na. Ind.la•• to., woult
.e al012&dlttereni pa'tha.

20. Th. Prtae Minister aaked whether it was the
Sov1etvi•• that the pattera ot Soolall_ attained

in d1fterent countrle. would 'be 14ent10al or De

cl1ttereDt, onG troJi aIlot,her. Mr. 'Miko7M aaid that

coaplete un1to~ty was not poaslble and that the
picture pre.ente. bl cllftereat Soolal1st Statea would
'be a T&r11Dg one.
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21 • The PriJae MinIat.l" then enquired whetller the

tre.endous teohnologica1 develop •• ate ths.'t hill! taken
place .inee the tIme ot M;;"rxand l'811in had not broupt

newfaotor., not tboue:ht ot previouely. It!" •. i'.iko;YaJl

8a1. that Lenin had pointed. out Marx'" 111s1.f!tenc,~ that

the a1m was the main thing and that thft m6thods follo.e.
might be difterent and. be cho8en by eaoh country 111 the

light of 1~8own conditions. Two examples wore
{oited. Th. Soviet Communist Party believed thnt the

C~e.e .ere striot adherent. ·toMarxist principles,
but while the Sov1et. deported Kulak. to S1"r16

and Kazak1atan the Chin... .ere absorbing peaaant
proprietor. in the1r colleot1 ve taZ'IU. Seoolldl.Y t whUe

the Russians liqu1dated all onp1tal1.ste and allin approved

5t8,t. oap11al1_, the Chin... Couun1at e •• :r.6 :l'lak1ng

use ot cap1tall.t1ata in furtherance of their own programae ••
Chin ••• method. ware, of course, opposed to the Aarl1er
au •• ian examples, but they were Marxist aethode

nevertheless and the Chines. were right in ad.oIit1n8 them.
~o take another instanoe ,while in the Soviet Uni.oll

land was Lat1onal1.ed, in Poland land had boen lett largely
in the hands 01 p8a8&l1t.. Poland was right. The alm

was the ••• , but the .eans uaod were d1:t.f8r.nt. OD..

oountrl m1ght aov. fa.ter. another aore alowJ.y. 1he

methode adopted depended partly on the toteraat1onal
situation and partly OD national policles.

22. The Pl~me Minister aBkad what issue of pol1c¥
led to the break between the Soviet UA10n and
Yugoslavia. Mr. M1koyan replied that the 41sru»tion
of relat10ns betwi'1eIl the two countries was due 301617
to the cfl..price of Stalin. Mr. l'.~1k0l"W1 h1aaeU

•.•.•1••4 Stalin to a1ve the matter Ilore tho\16ht 'betore

he eu. to a 4ec1a1on, but Stalin wouldnot _&1t ,
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;fatal decision.

23. The Pri_ Minister aakec!. whether the so_what

agsre.8ive po11el adopted towara. Turkel t..edietely
e.fter the war was rea1l¥ wlee. Mr. M1ko¥81l 8fitJ.d that

was one of Stal1n·. Idratakea. As was .eU b..D, t.
Soviet Union helped Ata~k atter the firet wc>r14
war. Uter Ataturk'a death, fQ:rke¥ ".Can MhaTiD4l

badlT towards the Soviet Union, oui that certainl1 414
not Justtf, Stalin' •• wnuawi •• po11cl towart. Turkel.
Stalin thoU&ht that Turkey would 11.14 readily to

pressure. It wa. true that !urkel ha4 ""ttll haunte«

for csnt1lrle. b¥ ;tear o;t Ru•• lan ~re •• 1on, but 1Ir.

K1k0Jan •• 14 that the SOTlet GOTerDllent n•.•.er had

aD,J agaree81ve ct•• lps 0" Turkey.

24. ThePr1a•• 1nl.ter 11&14 ibat the 'renoh C0llllW11.t

newap"per "L' Human1te'" published lIttle Dewa of the
!we:o:tleth COD&r ••• and reporte. Mr•• 1kol&11, • owu

speech in a &hart paragraph. Be asked whether thia

meant that the lrenal! C0JUlW'11at Par'l was Dot in

favour of the d8c1810ns made bl the Consr ••••
Mr. MikolaD said that thia was ~. rather to the tact
that Coamunlst partie. in other countries .ere a._-
what taken bl surpriae and had not suff1clent t:1a_ to
41&•• t the Ae.8. IIr. 141lt078J1 had hila•• U received ...,

letter. from Jrenoh oOnJ.mUD.1.ta whioh -.4e It olear

that whil. no one douete' the tNth ot what •• a 11&14

in 1fheC0DBr8.. the7 .ere or1tioal o;t ·Stalb'. •••

bavine b•• n mentioned. The reaction 1a other couatrl ••

and _Ofta noa-co_ua1.t. wae 41tterent. The bour.80181e

in theM oountrle. were now attaok1.n& oo.mwu_ OIl

aocount ot the orltlo1 ••• which had been voioed aca1n8t
Stalin.
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2!>. The Prime Mini.ter aGed whether it was not;

correct that Commun1.~ partie. in DQD-e~l.t
countries raihwr lived in the past and ~unctlone4 1D
a. d1ffereJ1't wSJ frcm the COlDllunistparti.. 1Jl

Communistcountries. Mr. ft!lkolBJ1 eaid that the

behaviour of Communi.t part i.. in different oountrie.
was '.terained by the particular olrouaataDo.. of
the partl in each country. W1th this the Cnaunlat

party of th. Soviet Union was no", oonoened. 11.e

I"alian COJIIW.uniat leader, Toa1ia.1rt!. tor instance.

went hi.a own w~.

26. 1'1nally the Prim. M1niater asked whether

the Cominform was lIkely to continue. Mr. MlkolaD
saIclthat they were eliacu8sing this question. The
Com1n:f'orJIwas not tunctIon1n& 8J11 way, and there

3ppenred to bo little ua. in keeping 1t on.

27. Mr. MlkQyan eade4 01' saying thc1.t the

inj'ormation he had ~lv.n the Priae Minister shoul4
be treattid aa confldenti.l. an4 that h~ would n01
have apoken so cand1dJ.1 to anyO,Ue else.

,
'.
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