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This first meeting went off rather well, It was
almost entirely devoted to guestions of procedure. There
were no serious differences of views on any issue; on the
eontrary, there was general agreemcnt on the manner of
envisaging the work. I only wish to adg/a few comments to
Mr, de Burlet's memorandum of 18th 4pril “which summariscd
the sub-group's meojor decisions,

1. Both the Britiah"énd Germanugapers which were
piresented were in the form of questionnaires, There was
general agrcement that the sub-group should not rush into
writing a substentive report; that this cxercise offered an
opportunity to examine all the possibilities of asction popen
to the Alllence; end that, initislly at least, the '
sub«giroup should- encourage the broadest cxpression of ideas
possible. Thus it was agreed that the sub-group should
not be hurried in its work, snd that as a next step the
two Rapporteurs should fusc their papers into a single
guestionnaire. g

24 Emphesis was also placed on aiming to write a
final paper which would be realistic in content and which
would recommend concrete policies that could be implemented in
the foreseeable future - 1.e, five to ten years. This
position was particularly strongly expressed by Mr, Schiitz.

Se The  Ceriian paper which you have secn is remarkabdle
beecause of the nature of the questions that it poses, They
place before the sub-group &ll the basic issues of & future
Buropeesn settloment. It may be wondered whether such a
paper could have been uritien six months ago and whether
even now the sub=group will be eble to pursue the snswers
to the gquestions which are raised., Nevertheless, I bellieve
that the success of the whole exercise may denend to a degree
on the menner in which the questions raised in this paper are
treated. :

L The only sour notc of the meeting was struck by the
French Delegatee He noted the paragrsph in the British
paper entitled "Jestern Policy tovwards D&tente" and relterated
the well-known Fronch reservation on this subject: 1if the
Allisncce secks to define & common line of poliey, it will
re-create the impression of a block to block relationship.

He nlso considered thot it was not opportune to recomrend,
at this stege of the study, © role for IATO, {The role of
NATO had been brought up by a numbor o0f speakers as a major
factor to be considered.)
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