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There ore in principle four poscibiliticn as to
what the Council will do with the draft decision presared
last weel. If they would rejJoct the lQecision, or
poatpone it, or try to modify it, a ncw situation would
be ereated vhich you preosumebly may wich to congider in
the light of the amw eircumstences. Iy, on thc othor

, hond, the Council accepts the draft decision, you may
‘. ' wish to bear in nind certain proccdursal points,

2. It is presumed that there will be a general
wish to have thce Special Group meet as soon as possible,
It would not scem that the Couneil itself will be ealled
won next Wednesday to give ony further dircetions cither
on procedure or on substonee to the Speeial Croup.
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3 Hovever, we cannot exclude that one or more
Permanent Representatives will ask you to draw up o kind
of consolicdated paper, emelgomating the ideas expre:nced
in your P0/67/89, with the numerous ond wide-renging
idcas exprossed in the Council nmceting of 15th FPebruary.

L. I om inelined to think that guch a consolidated

paner is unnecescary end, in cortain respects, coven undesirable,
~. Ag you will have seen from Mp, Malnlend's noper (cubmitted
to you sepavrntely) which listc the substontive issues
mentioned in the discussion of the 15th Februoary, nany
of these ideas ore mutunlly contradictory or contradictory
to the scuggestions contained in your 20, Theeo contre=
dictions are all to the good and may form & stimulating
factor in the discussions of the Speeial Group. By
snalogy with what hpppens in the ucual gd _hoc Sxperts' Groups,
the Speeial Group could base ite work on a number of napers
which are already aveilablej Q%ﬁ%l your PQ, the circulated
statements of the British, the Belgions and the Cermans;
and, finally, the Verbatim Record of the 15th February.

5. If, however, the request were made to amolgomete
and harmonise these various contradictory ideas in one
conscolidated poper, nuch of the impetus for the Group's
discussion would be lost, In fact, the first step would
be made on the road to on anodyne agrceed document of which
NATO history has eglrcady seen too meny,

6. liy conclusion iz therefore that such o request
from Permonent Repregentatives should be resicted.

Te In these circumstances, you mey wish to introduce
the discussion of tomorrow by o simple stotement, the text
of which is attached,
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DRAFT TEXT OF AN OPENING STATEMENT OF THE

SECRIT RY GIATERAL ON ITEM II, FUTURE T/SKS

OF THE ALLIANCE, FOR THE COUNCIL MERTING
OF URDNESDAY, 22nd FEBRUARY 1967

You may wish to sey:

You will recall that the Couneil, at its meeting
of 15th Tebruary 1967, agreed unanimously to discuscs my
summing-up of their discussion as a draft decision at today's
4 meeting., ‘ -

I hope that all Delegations are now in the
nossession of the nccegmary instructions to arrive ot
& deeision os suggosted in the five points of ny summing-up,

If in fact we could do so today, the only other
business to be settled would be to agree on a date when
the open-cnded group of representatives, designated by
Governments, could mcet under my chairmencship,

ilay I then first go wround thé toble and ask
Delegations whether they are in o position to toke a deelsion
today?




