ON THE NORTH ATLANTIC ‘COUNCIL
; " OTAN/NATO

_ PLACvl‘E‘ DU MARECHAL DE LATTRE DE TASSIGNY
) PARIS XVle
TEL: MIRABEAU 53:90

, '}' 10 February 1967.
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As & contmbutlon[to the dlscussmn Wthh

‘ o | is to take place in the Council on 15 February,

-~ on the resolution of the Ministerial Council ‘
® - arising out of the Belgian Government's initiative =
. -+ on the future tasks ofithe Alliance, I hav ‘
—-— prepared the enclosed paper which aims to 8ot
- out in practical form some ideas for the work

of the Council on- thlsesubgect '

2. 1 would emphaSJ.ze that my Govemment is ‘not

@ .  hecessarily committed to the proposals in this

°
. . '\
. . . i ; R e '

baper. It is essentially a working paper
@ g mtended for further discussion,

3. I am sending copies of this letter and
enclosure to all members of the Counc:11

(Bemard Burr'ows)

Slgnor Manllo Br'osm
@ Secretary~Genera1
- N.A.T.O.
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NATO UNCL ASSIFIEDSSEEREEE 1~ DISCLOSEL

FUTURE TASKS OF THi ALLIANCE
Paper by the United Kingdom Delegation

Cbject

The aim of the study to be undertaken in accordance with the
resolution adopted by the Council on 16 December, 1966 should
be to consider in practical terms the work to which the Alliance
should devote its attention over the coming months and years.
Concentration in this way on the specific tasks facing the member
nations is likely to prove more fruitful than an 8ttempt to
review past events or to redefine the aims and purposes ofdyw
the Alliance., It will permit the Alliance to consider how
best to adapt itself to present circumstances and future
prospects and to give solid evidence to public opinion that the
Alliance is an effective and efficient structure responsive not
only to developments among its own members but alsc to changes in
the relationships between countries of Fast and West,
2. The tasks to which the Alliance should devote its attention

fall naturally under three main headings, although it doecs not

follow that all members oi the Alliance would want to play an
equal part in work under each head. These are:-—

‘(a) Political arrangements.

(b) Military organisation.

(c) Measures affccting the position of Burope within the

Alliance, 4

3e Examples are given below of specific tasks which the
Alliance might undertake under each of these three heads.
Political
L, Measures to improve political consultation within the _
Alliance, on the lines of the repbrt of the Committee of Three in
1956, e.g. by more effective use of the Committee of Political
Advisers and the groups of Experts. Particular attention should
be given to arrangements to facilitate consultation in the Alliance
before governments decide on courses of action, in which they
might be influenced by the views of their allics even with regard
to areas outside the North Atlantic area.
5e Ways of strengthening and intensifying the machinery for
discussion within the Alliance of possible measures of arms

control and disarmament, with a view to_ evolv1ng pr0posals 1n the

flcld of European Securlty supported by the.Alliance BB a o -
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6. Pelnforcement of thc r8le played in the Alliance by parliamen-—
tary opinion e.g. by developing the functions of the NATO
Parliamentarians' Conference,
/Military
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Military
7 Measures to streamline the military structure and organisation
of the Alliance; so that it may be brought fully up to date in
accordance with the latest changes in the nature of the threat
end in military doctrine and so that it may provide a more realistic
and less expensive machinej
8. Methods of developing greater co-pperation and co-ordination
in arms research, development and production, particularly at this
time among the Buropcan members of the Alliance.,
9. Study of the praspects of maintaining the present balance of
deterrence in Europe vhile lowering the level of forces maintained
opposite each other by thc parties to the North Atlantic and Warsaw
;iTreaties.
“EBurope
" 10, Methods of consultation among the Furopean membcrs of the
Allience on matters of perticular concern to them, in order to
“' facilitate the expression of European point of view on appropriate
questions,
Procedure
1. The discussion of this matter should remain the responsibility
of the Council. An interim rcport is to be made to the Ministerial
meeting in June and a final report in December; but occasional
neetings of the Council should also be held with Ministerial
participation to review progress and give further directions for
. the work of the Permanent Representatives.
" 12, The Council could also usefully establish sub-committees of
some of its members to prepare recommendations on particular
aspects of the matter and to report back to the Council.
13. The Council may also wish to considecr formulating certain
questions, which could then be referred to or discussed with
representatives of outside interests, such as the NATO Parliamentarisns
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