From:

rr, i phil. Caniele Canser

T

Information & Pri-uacy Coordinator
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C, 20603

US4

Basel, Switzerand, Derember 14, 2000

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request on C14's "Oiperation Gladin®

~ Thisis a request under the Freedom of Information Act,

| request all agency records - the term "records’ means records of any Kind, including mission
statements, orgénfsan‘onal charts, budget data, memoranda, reports, and records of dction - related

ter the folbowing:

1. The United State Govemmments original decision;sh, probably faken during the 1947-54 period, t
sponser, support, or collaborate with, any covert armies, networks, or other units, established to
resist a possible imvasion of Western Europe by communist-dominated countries, or to carry out
covert action operations in Western European countries, which looked as if they were soon to be
dominated by Communist, leftist, or Soviet-sponsored parties or regimes.

2. Any United Seates Covernment policy assessments or reviews, undertaken after 1945, of the
tnited Sttes Government's decisions to sporsor, support or ooflaborate with such covert entities.

3. with reference o the above, please include in your search any records refating o the activities

kniown as ‘stay-behind", particularly in [taly, Franoe, Turkey, Belgium, and Swirzerland.
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PLLEASE MOITE:

A} This request merits a fee waiver because: 1) As a PhD student at Basel University, Switzerland, |

? am I}'art of a scientific instibedon, and this reguest is made for a scholarly purpose ondy, and not for
" Commencial use. 2} With my book "Recklass Gamble. The Sabéragf of the tUnited Nations i the
*'Cubé:ffonﬁfct and the Missile Crisis of 1962, University Press of the South, New Orleans, end
2000", | have demonstrated my ability ko afademically disseminate information about US
government pohicy and operations. 3} Any records obtained as a result of the request will contribute
significanty to public undersanding of United States foreign policy in the post—WorId War il period,

2% well as the ralé of intelligence information, analyses, and operixtions in Uinited States policy-

LN

making during that time.

E) The 1S Church committee already in 1976 confirmed that Cla's OFC branch, on the orders of
the |5, harl erected stay-behind networks in Western furope: '

“The nalinna[elﬁcli;ms in Furnpa in 194R had heen a primary morvarion in the establishment of

OPC L. Until 1950 OPC's paramililary scfvifies falso rederredt 10 a5 kaénli'\u‘ﬂ artion} were limitad

to plans and prepartions for stay-behind nets in the event of Rrtre war.. Requested by Lthe foint

Chiels of Staff, these projecked OPC operlions Fyclrsed, anee again, nn Western Burope antd were
T

Ideéign.(-:."! 1o spperrt NATCY forces against Sowier attckt

[Liiftad Statas Senate Sefact Committee 0 Study Governnrental Operatfons with Respect to Intelligence
Acivities (Chunch Comiviries!, US Covernment Printing Office, Washington DT, Aprif 26, 1376, Final Repor,

Bk 1V, Supplementary detaifed staff repsarts on - Foreign anid Military inmfiigance, p. 56)

C) On August 2, 1990, the tmafian, parliament ordered the head of the ltafian executive, Prime
Minister Giulio Andreotti, 'to inform the padiament within sixtydays with respect 1o the existence,
characteristics and purpose of a parafiel and ecoult structure which is said to have operated within
our secret service of the military with the aim to condition the political fife of the country.” On
August 3, 1990, Andredtti revealed Operation Gié'ciio officially, when to the Imlfan Commission
imvestigating non clanfied massacres he dectared: Y will present to the Commission g very precise
replort which | have asked the Defence Depaﬁ:ment to prepara_ |t is abouft the activities based on
NATO planing that have been started for the Evenﬁla.lity of an attack and cocupation of i@kl or
parts of taty. ... twill provide the Commission with all the necessary documentation, be it on the
problem jof a secret army]in general, be it on the specific findings made by judge ffelice] Casson

i the cankext of his investigations into the Peteano massacre.”
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im Cactrher 24, 1990, Andreatti handed a ten pages Iong documeant "The sa called Parallel SiFY -

The Cladin Case", m the ftalian commission in which he confirmed thar in November 1956 the leafian

secret serie SIFAR and C1A had signed

'an acrerd salative o the 'organisation and actidity of the poetaccupation chadesting netanrk, an
accord commonky referrad o as Stay Behind, in whick alt preceding commidments redevartt t0
Mattes rr'mc:ﬁming tiaky aned the United Stales ware reconfirmed. These were the hasis far the
opératicn rode named 'Cladie’, Ctnce Tha clandestine resistance OrgANIRALioN was comstituted, Italy
wascafied uphn to participate . in the works of The CCF (Clandesting Planning Committee] as of
19459, operating within the ambir of SHAPE (Supreme Headquarfers Aled Powers Europel ... in
this rommilles the Unitnd Sates, Great Britain, Frarca, Gamany and ather MATD siares wore
already representerd. In 1964 our Walian secrat sewvice also sntered the ACC (allied Clandestine
Committes], 2 by assignar the probiem of co-ordinating the nehwarks of evasion and ascape’
hetwren the varings nations, The Uinited States, Great Britain, Franee, Befgium, the Nr-qhe-rlandq

L uxembourg and West Garmany wors already members of this crmmittee.”
{Farmerhy classified, this docrmant of Ualian Prime Minister Giulio Andreolti was leaked to the falian oress, and
thereafter published in several rewsrapers, artickes and books. Compare: Ferrared, Franca: A secret strscture

radenamad Gladio. In: Malian Polities. A Review, 1992, . 1. And: Brorzin-Gentile, Jean-Francais: §affaire

Gladin, Editions Afbin Michel. Paris 1994, pp. 253-2391

Convinced that it would nat be wise to repeat denials and eantradictions, 1 thank vou for yoar

cnngicheration of my rearest

Sincerely

tir, phil. 0 Ganser



